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ELEMENTARY SERIES 

APPROVED SERIES 

 
All of the following textbook series are approved by the Diocesan Catechetical Committee 

 for their content, correlation with the  diocesan Curriculum Standards for Catechesis, and conformity 

with the Catechism (as approved by the Ad Hoc Committee to Oversee the Use of the Catechism, United 

States Conference of Catholic Bishops.) 

 

RCL - Faith First - Legacy Edition © 2006 Parish Edition © 2007 School 

Edition 

 

I. GENERAL OVERVIEW: 

This is a K-8 series.  (This evaluation is for grades K-6.  For an evaluation of grades 7 and 8, see Junior 
High  section.)  Each grade contains approximately 26 lessons and a section on the Liturgical Year.  It is 
spiral in approach, following the four pillars of Creed, Sacraments, Moral Living, and Prayer.  This series 
is designed for parish and school use, with separate texts for each.  Additional Sacramental Preparation 
materials for First Reconciliation and First Eucharist (© 2003 - Approved by USCCB Ad Hoc 
Committee) can be purchased separately. 

II. SPECIFIC STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES: 

CATEGORY STRENGTH WEAKNESS COMMENT/EXPLANATION 

COMPATIBILTY WITH 

STANDARDS 

 

X  Overall, good compatibility with the standards.  
Needs more on being made in the image of God, 
Eucharist as sacrifice, the apostles, and the Church’s 
role in guarding the teachings of Christ. Grade 1 
needs more on the Trinity. Grade 4 needs more on the 
Works of Mercy.  Grade 2 does not contain 
sacramental preparation.  Sacramental Preparation 
materials can be purchased separately. 

PRAYER TOOLS & 

LITURGICAL TOOLS 

 

X  Opening prayer in each chapter. 

“We Pray” sections throughout text.  Includes private 
and communal prayers. 

Catholic Prayers and Practices in the back of each 
text.  (Includes the Mass and Rite of Reconciliation.) 

Brief saint information throughout. 

Liturgy tip for each lesson in Catechist Manual 
(although these often address more peripheral parts of 
the liturgy). 

Good section on Liturgical Year in each text. 

Prayer supplement booklet can be purchased 
separately. 

CATECHISM & 

SCRIPTURE 

X  CCC and Scripture references in lesson planning part 
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CATEGORY STRENGTH WEAKNESS COMMENT/EXPLANATION 

REFERENCE of Catechist Manual. 

Adapted Scripture stories throughout student texts. 

PARISH/SCHOOL 

COMPATIBILITY 

X  Separate texts for parish and school use. 

Whole community catechesis supplement available. 

FAMILY 

INVOLVEMENT 

X  Family Guide available for purchase for family 
catechesis or homeschooling. 

“With My Family” page at the end of each chapter 
(needs to be torn out or book needs to be sent home). 

Online helps. 

TEACHER RESOURCES X  Catechist Manual contains helpful lesson planning 
section for each chapter. 

Catechist Manual provides much assistance in 
presenting each lesson. 

Catechist Guide and Director’s Guide available for 
purchase. 

ASSESSMENT TOOLS X  Short review at the end of each chapter. 

Four unit reviews. 

Additional assessment tools with chapter and unit 
tests can be purchased separately. 

Online chapter reviews are available.  Can be used by 
students and parents. 

Students can take interactive test and email to teacher. 

Assessment allows for practice in standardized test 
taking. 

OTHER 

SUPPLEMENTAL 

MATERIALS 

X   Other materials available for purchase: 

• Music (CD and music prayer booklet) 

• Additional Activities (reproducible) 

• The Faith-Filled Classroom (tried and true tips) 

• Videos 

• Art & Environment Package (posters, banners, 
Bible timeline, card packs, etc.) 

• Religion Coordinator’s Manual 

• Whole Community Catechesis resource 

ONLINE RESOURCES X  www.FaithFirst.com 

Website contains catechist resources (online lesson 
planner, personal enrichment), family resources, and 
age-level activities for children. 

DIVERSITY FOR THE 

LEARNER (LEARNING 

X  Provides helps for varied learning styles. 
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CATEGORY STRENGTH WEAKNESS COMMENT/EXPLANATION 

STYLES, CULTURE, 

ETC. 

Pictures are multi-cultural and includes handicapped. 

Pictures of modern day martyrs from throughout the 
world. 

Ethnic Christian art is component of some lessons. 

APPEARANCE & 

FORMAT 

 

X  Attractive, colorful, age-appropriate format. 

Incorporates good combination of Catholic artwork, 
drawings, photos. 

User friendly. 

5-day teaching format for school edition. 

Kdg. has tear-out pages, punch outs, and a personal 
prayer booklet. Other grades have some tear-out pages 
to take home. 

Consistent features that direct learning in each 
chapter. 

 

III. SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS: 

♦ Overall, a very good text.  Presents doctrine well.  Good presentation of the four pillars of the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church.  Uses the spiral method with Scripture lessons and the liturgical 
year.  Includes references to Catholic Social teaching, with age-appropriate activities. 

♦ Good fit with guidelines.  Weak in a few areas.  See chart above for specifics.  Also, be sure to cover 
guidelines for Ten Commandments and Sacraments each year.  Some vocabulary words need to be 
supplemented. 

♦ Scripture stories don’t necessarily align with those in the guidelines.  Glossary doesn’t align with 
student terms in the guidelines. 

 

III. SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS (continued): 

♦ Good application to life in each chapter.  Good examples of social justice throughout text. 

♦ Need to incorporate more references to the liturgy throughout. 

♦ Good “Catholic Prayers and Practices” section at the back of each student text. 

♦ Prayers in English and Spanish. 

♦ Good scope and sequence chart in Teacher Manual for each grade. 

♦ Contains references to the General Directory for Catechesis and National Directory for Catechesis in 
Teacher Manual. 

♦ The moral development of the student is very complete and aides the catechist in understanding the 
developmental level of the age group. 

♦ The QuickStart for Religion Teachers found in the teacher’s manual is a tremendous strength for this 
series. 

♦ Good index and glossary in both Teacher Manual and student texts. 

♦ Although a family page is provided at the end of each chapter, this page would either need to be torn 
out of the text or, if the book were sent home, parents would have to be directed to these pages. 
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♦ Cross-curricular activities can be used by a grade level or the entire school.  Each of the four units 
contains suggested activities for making connections through: creative arts, math, science, language 
arts or social studies. 

♦ The Religion Coordinator’s Manual provides information, professional articles, and reproducible 
blackline masters for teachers and families to help make the school’s faith formation program strong 
and effective (professional articles, models for teacher and parent in-service with handouts, practical 
resources for incorporating prayer and ritual, suggestions for using media, scope and sequence chart, 
calendaring options, etc.) 
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ELEMENTARY SERIES 

APPROVED SERIES 

 
All of the following textbook series are approved by the Committee on Catechesis for their content, 

correlation with the diocesan Curriculum Standards for Catechesis, and conformity with the Catechism 

(as approved by the Ad Hoc Committee to Oversee the Use of the Catechism, United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops). 

 

RCL – Faith First © 2001, 2000 

 

I. GENERAL OVERVIEW: 

This is a K through eight series: A spiral learning method plus Scripture and Liturgical Year lessons.  The 
four pillars of the Catechism of the Catholic Church – Creed, Sacraments, Morality and Prayer – are 
taught and developed on every grade level every year.  A strong emphasis on Scripture encourages further 
study while developing a desire for reading the Bible.  This series has weekly activities for the liturgical 
season connecting the lessons to the Sunday liturgy. 

 

II. SPECIFIC STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES: 

CATEGORY STRENGTH WEAKNESS COMMENT/EXPLANATION 

COMPATIBILTY WITH 

STANDARDS 

 

X  Covers all four pillars of the Catechism along with 
Scripture, Mary and the Saints, tradition of prayer as 
well as ways of prayer, making this series compatible 
with the Diocesan Standards. 

PRAYER TOOLS & 

LITURGICAL TOOLS 

 

X  The Faith First class kit has helps to teach prayer, 
Faith First Music offers a CD with songs and prayers 
based on biblical, liturgical and doctrinal themes to 
help students celebrate our Catholic Faith. 

CATECHISM & 

SCRIPTURE 

REFERENCE 

X  Faith First does cover the four pillars of the CCC, and 
Holy Scripture, however, references to the CCC and 
Scripture are few and far between in the 
teacher/catechist edition and less in the student 
edition.  There are no CCC references in the student 
edition. 

PARISH/SCHOOL 

COMPATIBILITY 

X  The school text is designed to offer a lesson each day 
while the parish text offers a lesson for each week.   

FAMILY 

INVOLVEMENT 

X  Somewhat costly at $21.00 a guide, Faith First at 
Home Family Guide is one of the better practical 
approaches to family learning and faith sharing. 

TEACHER RESOURCES X  The teacher/catechist edition is a resource in itself.  
Each teacher/catechist edition has so many helps, 
ideas and insights, other resources wouldn’t be 
necessary.  The Faith First class kit is an added help. 
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CATEGORY STRENGTH WEAKNESS COMMENT/EXPLANATION 

ASSESSMENT TOOLS X  A chapter review at the end of each chapter is 
available.  The class kit has reproducible masters to 
create an assessment portfolio for each student with 
chapter reviews, unit rests and other assessment help. 

OTHER 

SUPPLEMENTAL 

MATERIALS 

X  In addition to the teacher and student books, there are 
student and teacher workbooks, music tapes and 
videos that accompany the series (purchased 
additionally).   

Class kits for each grade may be purchased. 

 

ONLINE RESOURCES X  Free online resources for the family and helps for the 

teacher/catechist. www.FaithFirst.com 

Sacraments online (Eucharist and Reconciliation) 
is an excellent help for the parents/family, 
teacher/catechist as well as children and teens 
ages 7 through 14. 

 

DIVERSITY FOR THE 

LEARNER (LEARNING 

STYLES, CULTURE, 

ETC. 

 

X  This series offers English and Spanish editions.  The 
teacher/catechist edition offers some suggestions for 
reinforcement activities, which addresses a variety of 
learning styles.  This series has nothing for the 
challenged learner. 

APPEARANCE & 

FORMAT 

 

X  Glossy paper with beautiful color photos of Catholic 
art and religious places around the world.  Both 
student and teacher/catechist editions are user 
friendly. 

 

III. SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS: 

♦ In addition to the Faith First series, RCL offers sacramental prep for First Penance, First Eucharist 
and Confirmation, a senior high four-volume series: Creed, Liturgy and Sacraments, Morality and 
Prayer covering the pillars of the CCC, a Catechetical series (Echoes of Faith), and an Adult Faith 
Formation series (RCIA).  This allows your parish to use the same publisher for its entire faith 
formation program. 

♦ This series has much to offer in Catholic doctrine but many of the resources are extra and costly.   

♦ The online technology is a great help if your school/parish has access to the Web site. 

♦ The teacher/catechist using this series will need to distinguish between Church doctrine and 
theological opinion/interpretation. 

♦ The teacher/catechist will need to interweave throughout that we are all called to serve in a vocation 
including parent and married person, permanent deacon, sister, brother, single person, priest and 
bishop. 
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ELEMENTARY SERIES 

APPROVED SERIES 

 
All of the following textbook series are approved by the Diocesan Catechetical Committee 

 for their content, correlation with the  diocesan Curriculum Standards for Catechesis, and conformity 

with the Catechism (as approved by the Ad Hoc Committee to Oversee the Use of the Catechism, United 

States Conference of Catholic Bishops.) 

 

Loyola - Finding God: Our Response to God’s Gifts © 2005 

 

I. GENERAL OVERVIEW: 

This series consists of textbooks for Grades 1-6.  The series follows a spiral approach around the themes 
of God, Jesus, Church, Sacraments, and Morality.  Each text contains approximately 20 instructional 
sessions, 5 review sessions, and a unit on the Liturgical Year.  This series contains a parish and a school 
edition. 

 

II. SPECIFIC STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES: 

CATEGORY STRENGTH WEAKNESS COMMENT/EXPLANATION 

COMPATIBILTY WITH 

STANDARDS 

 

X  Overall, good compatibility with standards. 

Weak on personhood of Holy Spirit. 

Needs more on man made in the image and likeness 
of God, vocations, Mass as sacrifice, Real Presence of 
Christ in the Eucharist, Church teachings as basis for 
conscience formation, and Communion of Saints. 

PRAYER TOOLS & 

LITURGICAL TOOLS 

 

X  Each unit begins with the life of a saint. 

Prayer at beginning and end of each session. 

Formal prayers are introduced throughout. 

Prayers listed at back of each student text. 

“Link to Liturgy” references in each session. 

“Meet a Saint” section throughout each text. 

There is a good unit on the Liturgical Year in each 
text. 

CATECHISM & 

SCRIPTURE 

REFERENCE 

X  Contains adaptations of Scripture passages in each 
session. 

Scripture stories throughout. 

In the Teacher Manual, the catechist preparation 
section lists Scripture and CCC for each session. 

PARISH/SCHOOL 

COMPATIBILITY 

X  There are separate parish and school editions. 

The school edition contains two extra pages per 
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CATEGORY STRENGTH WEAKNESS COMMENT/EXPLANATION 

session.  This may be an additional story, activity, or 
application to life scenario. 

Each respective manual shows how to break out the 
lesson within an hour or throughout 5 days. 

FAMILY 

INVOLVEMENT 

 X Parent newsletters can be purchased separately, but 
are weak in doctrine. 

Family Learning Guide available for purchase for 
home instruction. 

A Parent Guide to Prayer can be purchased separately. 

Take-home parent pages at the end of each session are 
good.  However, parent pages are part of the text and 
would need to be pulled out of the book or the book 
would need to be sent home. 

TEACHER RESOURCES X  Good catechist / teacher manual. 

• Lesson plans are laid out well and easy to follow. 

• Provides many ideas of activities to reinforce the 
lesson. 

ASSESSMENT TOOLS  X Blackline quizzes for each unit. 

It would be nice if these existed for each session. 

OTHER 

SUPPLEMENTAL 

MATERIALS 

X  CD with music, Scripture stories, guided reflection. 

Blackline masters contain activities for each session. 

CD’s, Blackline masters, and posters are free with 
each catechist manual purchased. 

Director’s Guide available for purchase, containing 
catechist training sessions, parent orientation, 5 adult 
gathering sessions.  (Adult gathering sessions are not 
great.) 

Family Sacramental Preparation can be purchased 
separately. 

ONLINE RESOURCES X  www.FindingGod.org 

Website contains catechetical resources, catechist info 
(lesson planning, personal enrichment), DRE, parent, 
and children’s resources. 

DIVERSITY FOR THE 

LEARNER (LEARNING 

STYLES, CULTURE, 

ETC. 

X  Variety of learning styles addressed. 

Pictures are multi-cultural 

APPEARANCE & 

FORMAT 

 

X  Attractive, colorful, age-appropriate format. 

Incorporates good combination of Catholic artwork 
and illustrations of Bible stories. 
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III. SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS: 

♦ Overall, a very good text.  The title can be a bit misleading, as we do not need to find God.  God is 
always with us, always pursuing us. 

♦ A good fit with the guidelines.  Weak in a few areas.  See chart above for specifics.  Also, be sure to 
cover guidelines for Ten Commandments and Sacraments each year.  Some vocabulary words need to 
be supplemented. 

♦ Incorporates various aspects of catechesis well - presentation of doctrine, liturgy, prayer, application 
to life, social justice, ideas for service and community, good use of Scripture. 

♦ Contains a good scope and sequence chart for all grades in each teacher manual. 

♦ Contains references to the General Directory for Catechesis in Teacher Manual. 

♦ Good “Did you know?” sections in Teacher Manual provide additional information about the Catholic 
Faith. 

♦ Although there appears to be many family resources, the Parent Newsletters are weak in doctrine and 
the parent pages in the textbooks, although they are very good, are not easy to use, as they would 
have to be torn out of the text or if the book was sent home, parents would have to be directed to these 
pages. 
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ELEMENTARY SERIES 

APPROVED SERIES 

 

All of the following textbook series are approved by the Committee on Catechesis for their content, 

correlation with the diocesan Curriculum Standards for Catechesis, and conformity with the Catechism 

(as approved by the Ad Hoc Committee to Oversee the Use of the Catechism, United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops). 

 

Loyola – Christ Our Life © 1997, 2002, 2009 

 

I. GENERAL OVERVIEW: 

This is a K through eight series: A spiral learning method plus Scripture and Liturgical Year lessons.  The 
four pillars of the Catechism of the Catholic Church – Creed, Sacraments, Morality and Prayer – are 
taught and developed on every grade level every year.  This series is scripturally based and Christ 
centered. 

II. SPECIFIC STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES: 

CATEGORY STRENGTH WEAKNESS COMMENT/EXPLANATION 

COMPATIBILTY WITH 

STANDARDS 

 

X  Covers all four pillars of the Catechism along with 
Scripture, Mary and the Saints, tradition of prayer as 
well as ways of prayer, making this series compatible 
with the Diocesan Standards. 

PRAYER TOOLS & 

LITURGICAL TOOLS 

 

 X Prayer at the beginning of each lesson and a worship 
supplement at the end of each edition covering the 
liturgical seasons.  Other prayer tools and liturgical 
tools may be purchased from the publisher. 

CATECHISM & 

SCRIPTURE 

REFERENCE 

X  Christ Our Life has catechism and Scripture 
references in the teacher/catechist edition.  Few 
Scripture references in the student edition. 

PARISH/SCHOOL 

COMPATIBILITY 

X  This series has teacher editions for school and 
catechist editions for the parish.  The student edition 
is the same for both school and parish. The school text 
is designed to offer a lesson each day while the parish 
text offers a lesson for each week.   

FAMILY 

INVOLVEMENT 

X  Black line copies of family activities to take home and 
each chapter has a few activities to do at home. 
Catholic Prayer for Catholic Families booklet comes 
with every student book. 

TEACHER RESOURCES X  A catechist’s handbook is included in the front of both 
the teacher edition and catechist edition of this series.  
Black line masters are included with this series and 
are used to enrich each lesson. This series offers 
timelines, parts of the Mass, maps and a special set of 
posters for young students. 
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CATEGORY STRENGTH WEAKNESS COMMENT/EXPLANATION 

ASSESSMENT TOOLS X  Along with the black line masters offered with this 
series, the student edition has a review page at the end 
of each chapter that could serve as an assessment tool. 

OTHER 

SUPPLEMENTAL 

MATERIALS 

X  This series is a self-contained program without a lot 
of “add-on” features.  A set of black line masters is 
available to purchase only once and used as often as 
needed.  Maps and posters are available at an added 
cost. 

ONLINE RESOURCES X  Loyola’s Website has additional teaching resources at 
www.christourlife.org. Also, see comments below.  

 

DIVERSITY FOR THE 

LEARNER (LEARNING 

STYLES, CULTURE, 

ETC. 

 X This series has a few general guidelines titled, 

Teaching Exceptional Children, at the beginning of 
the teacher/catechist edition.  

 

APPEARANCE & 

FORMAT 

 

X  This series isn’t the high quality glossy paper some 
publishers have. 

 The pictures are good Catholic art and the format is 
easy to follow when teaching. 

 

III. SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS: 

♦ Christ Our Life series is authored by the Sisters of Notre Dame. 

♦ Along with CCC, National Catechetical Directory and scripture references, the teacher/catechist 
edition has references to Church documents such as; Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, Pastoral 

Constitution on the Church in the Modern World, General Instruction on the Liturgy of the Hours, 

Constitution of the Sacred Liturgy, Decree on Ecumenism, Declaration on Christian Education, 

Decree on the Ministry and Life of Priests, Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation, and more. 

♦ Reproducible masters and classroom poster for all grades except preschool, second and Confirmation 
are free with each Christ Our Life teaching manual. 

♦ This publisher has many beautiful posters, prayer cards and books that support Catholic tradition and 
help pass on the Faith.  All are at additional cost. 

♦ This series has one of the better glossary pages with a pronunciation key. 

♦ The teacher/catechist will need to incorporate concern of cultural diversity and special needs. 

♦ The teacher/student will need to adapt use of student text depending on school or parish setting as no 
separate student text exists specifically for either setting. 

 

♦ 2009 edition’s additional features 

• It emphasizes social justice more than previous editions. 

• It has a fuller element of prayer throughout the texts, More than previous editions. 

• It has added scriptural texts and references. 

• It has added a connection with music. 

• It includes more online resources, including lesson planning, over 400 activities, a Sunday 

connection, Blackline masters, reviews, seasonal resource and games. 



 

VIII-15 

 

ELEMENTARY SERIES 

APPROVED SERIES 

 
All of the following textbook series are approved by the Committee on Catechesis for their content, 

correlation with the diocesan Curriculum Standards for Catechesis, and conformity with the Catechism 

(as approved by the Ad Hoc Committee to Oversee the Use of the Catechism, United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops). 

Ignatius Press – Image of God © 1986 –1993 

 
I. GENERAL OVERVIEW: 

This is a K through eight series: The foundation of this spiral series is taken from Scripture, the CCC, the 
documents of Vatican II, and the writings of John Paul II.  While covering the four pillars of the CCC, 
this series is based on seven concepts: God, Creation, Christ, Grace, Sacraments and Commandments. 

 

II. SPECIFIC STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES: 

CATEGORY STRENGTH WEAKNESS COMMENT/EXPLANATION 

COMPATIBILTY WITH 

STANDARDS 

 

X  Covers all four pillars of the Catechism along with 
Scripture, Mary and the Saints, tradition of prayer as 
well as ways of prayer. 

PRAYER TOOLS & 

LITURGICAL TOOLS 

 

X  The liturgical seasons are covered to teach the 
meaning and tradition of the season.  Although a 
liturgical celebration is not offered, the person of 
Jesus Christ and the Paschal mystery of His life, 
death, Resurrection and Ascension and honoring 
Mary and the Saints is enforced.  Prayer is required at 
the beginning of each lesson and memorized prayer is 
encouraged and reinforced in the family activity 
pages. See below. 

 

CATECHISM & 

SCRIPTURE 

REFERENCE 

X  Teacher/catechist and student editions all have 
reference to Scripture.  The teacher/catechist resource 
editions have reference to the CCC and GDC.   

PARISH/SCHOOL 

COMPATIBILITY 

X  The same teacher/catechist edition and student edition 
is used for both parish and school.  The 
teacher/catechist edition has a plan for both school 
setting and parish setting.  Suggestions for modifying 
for each teacher/catechist circumstance are offered. 

FAMILY 

INVOLVEMENT 

X  The teacher/catechist resource edition has family 
activity pages to copy and send home.  These pages 
are to be sent home with the student at the beginning 
of each unit and are structured to reinforce each 
lesson with the family at home. 
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CATEGORY STRENGTH WEAKNESS COMMENT/EXPLANATION 

 

TEACHER RESOURCES X  The teacher/catechist resource edition is composed of 
various tools to provide assistance in lesson planning, 
supplemental classroom activities, excellent word 
index, glossary and prayers.   

ASSESSMENT TOOLS X  The teacher/catechist resource edition has very 
proficient standardized test forms for each chapter.  
These tests are black line masters to be copied for 
each student. 

OTHER 

SUPPLEMENTAL 

MATERIALS 

X  A video to help implement the Image of God series is 
available at no cost. 

ONLINE RESOURCES  X None 

DIVERSITY FOR THE 

LEARNER (LEARNING 

STYLES, CULTURE, 

ETC. 

 X None. See below. 

APPEARANCE & 

FORMAT 

 

 X The student edition has some colored pictures of 
traditional Catholic works of art, some color and 
black and white photos as well as a few original 
colored drawings. 

While the paper is not glossy, its very sturdy and has 
easy to read type.  The teacher/catechist teaching 
editions, as well as the resource editions, are all black 
and white.  

III. SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS: 

♦ The scope and sequence subject areas of Image of God are those required by the Guidelines for 

Doctrinally Sound Catechetical Materials (1990), published by the United States Catholic 
Conference and by the General Catechetical Directory. 

♦ The teacher/catechist edition has quotes from John Paul II. 

♦ Without the glossy colored paper and boxes of helps on each page, this simple, plain series presents 
the Catholic Faith in a stimulating and easy-to-read format with solid doctrine and modern pedagogy. 

♦ The teacher resource edition has eight pages listing additional books and videos covering many topics 
that would be of help to the teacher/catechist.  Some of these resources may be checked out from the 
diocesan media or public library. 

♦ This series gives the impression of being a theme series, however, it is a spiral series with each grade 
having a special emphasis on a theme.  The lessons do build on each other as each grade is completed. 

♦ The teacher/catechist using this series may seek additional direction about how best to use the teacher 
manual. 

♦ The teacher/catechist using this series will have to seek other resources for materials for the learner 
with special needs. 

♦ The teacher/catechist will have to call attention to social justice issues in the text and their integration 
into the students’ lives 

♦ The teacher/catechist will need to offer a variety of prayer forms and liturgical experiences. 
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ELEMENTARY SERIES 

APPROVED SERIES 

 
All of the following textbook series are approved by the Committee on Catechesis for their content, 

correlation with the diocesan Curriculum Standards for Catechesis, and conformity with the Catechism 

(as approved by the Ad Hoc Committee to Oversee the Use of the Catechism, United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops). 

 

Harcourt – Call to Faith © 2005, 2009 

 

I. GENERAL OVERVIEW: 

This is a K through eight series: A spiral learning method plus Scripture and Liturgical Year lessons.  The 
four pillars of the Catechism of the Catholic Church – Creed, Sacraments, Morality and Prayer – are 
taught and developed on every grade level every year.  A strong emphasis on Scripture encourages further 
study while developing a desire for reading the Bible.  This series has weekly activities for the liturgical 
season connecting the lessons to the Sunday liturgy. 

 

II. SPECIFIC STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES: 

CATEGORY STRENGTH WEAKNESS COMMENT/EXPLANATION 

COMPATIBILTY WITH 

STANDARDS 

 

X  Covers all four pillars of the Catechism along with 
Scripture, Mary and the Saints, tradition of prayer as 
well as ways of prayer, making this series compatible 
with the Diocesan Standards. 

PRAYER TOOLS & 

LITURGICAL TOOLS 

 

X  This series offers liturgical celebrations to cover the 
Church year, while enforcing the person of Jesus 
Christ and the Paschal mystery of His life, death, 
Resurrection and Ascension and honoring Mary and 
the saints. 

CATECHISM & 

SCRIPTURE 

REFERENCE 

X  All teacher/catechist and student editions have 
reference to Scripture throughout the lesson.  Only the 
teacher/catechist editions have reference to the CCC.  
These references are easy to find and follow.   

PARISH/SCHOOL 

COMPATIBILITY 

X  Call to Faith has a separate program for schools and 
parishes.  Both school and parish programs cover the 
same content but are written for a one-day or five-day 
format.  

FAMILY 

INVOLVEMENT 

X  Home Connection on the Web page is encouraged for 
family faith activities. 

TEACHER RESOURCES X  Helpful resources are in the teacher/catechist edition 
and on the web page.  The teacher/catechist editions 
reference the General Directory for Catechesis, thus 
encouraging the reading of the Church document. The 
2009 edition also correlates with the National 
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CATEGORY STRENGTH WEAKNESS COMMENT/EXPLANATION 

Directory for Catechesis. 

ASSESSMENT TOOLS X  One page at end of each chapter in the student edition.  
Black line masters for copying in the teacher/catechist 
edition with an answer key. 

OTHER 

SUPPLEMENTAL 

MATERIALS 

X  In addition to the teacher/catechist and student books, 
there are student and teacher/catechist workbooks, 
music tapes and videos that accompany the series 
(purchased additionally). 

ONLINE RESOURCES X  Harcourt publishers have a Web site for the users 
of Call to Faith, eConnect.  Along with resources 
to help the teacher/catechist and parents, they 
offer weekly scripture readings with faith sharing 
questions for both children and adults in English 
and Spanish.  This online series has a complete 
Catholic Social Teaching program covering the 
seven principles of Catholic Social Teaching.  

www.harcourtreligion.com  

DIVERSITY FOR THE 

LEARNER (LEARNING 

STYLES, CULTURE, 

ETC. 

 

X  This series offers English and Spanish editions.  
Each lesson in the teacher/catechist edition has at 
least one optional activity with the focus on 
multiple intelligence: visual, verbal, musical, 
bodily, interpersonal.  This series has nothing for 
the challenged learner. 

APPEARANCE & 

FORMAT 

 

X  This series uses high quality paper with colorful 
photos, charts and artwork.  The editions are very user 
friendly while reflecting the authentic teachings of the 
Catholic Church. 

 

III. SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS: 

♦ This series has sacramental preparation for Reconciliation and Eucharist, in English and Spanish, at 
two different grade levels plus Confirmation and RCIA resources.   

♦ This series covers Revelation, Trinity, Jesus Christ, the Church, morality, sacraments, the Kingdom of 
God, prayer and Catholic Social Teaching.  While evangelization is woven throughout the entire 
program, the teacher/catechist will have to watch for it and bring it to the attention of the students. 

♦ The following is a list of supplemental materials that are very helpful. 

• A Pastoral Leader’s Source Book has professional development articles, implementation models, 
sources for parish adults, and parents and catechist orientation sessions. 

• Faith at Home is a magazine with suggestions, tips for sharing and celebration faith at home. 

• People of Faith Collection includes 146 cards with a brief biography of a person (Saint or saintly 
person) and a prayer. 

• Lectionary Link: Breaking Open the Word for different ages and all three liturgical cycles. 
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• Praying all Ways is a collection of practical ideas and strategies corresponding to various 
intelligences.  This book would be helpful for the teacher/catechist looking for ways to use prayer 
in a manner that engages learner’s individual needs. 

• Call to Faith has a preschool program. 
 

♦ 2009 edition’s additional features 

• There is a correlation with the National Directory of Catechesis throughout. 

• There is more clarity in the manual’s lesson opener’s regarding age-appropriate catechesis. 

• Catholic Social Teaching has been added to the Parish edition. 

• Intergenerational event have been added to the online resource. 

• References to Pope Benedict XVI 
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ELEMENTARY SERIES 

APPROVED SERIES 

 
All of the following textbook series are approved by the Diocesan Catechetical Committee 

 for their content, correlation with the  diocesan Curriculum Standards for Catechesis, and conformity 

with the Catechism (as approved by the Ad Hoc Committee to Oversee the Use of the Catechism, United 

States Conference of Catholic Bishops.) 

Sadlier – We Believe with Project Discipleship © 2011 (Parish & School 

Edition) 

 

I. GENERAL OVERVIEW: 

 

This is a K through six series: A theme learning method based on the structure of the Catechism of the 

Catholic Church and the General Directory for Catechesis.  Scripture, prayer, community and vocabulary 
are enforced in each lesson. 

 

II. SPECIFIC STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES: 

CATEGORY STRENGTH WEAKNESS COMMENT/EXPLANATION 

COMPATIBILTY WITH 

STANDARDS 

 

X  Covers all four pillars of the Catechism along with 
Scripture, Mary and the saints, tradition of prayer as 
well as ways of prayer.  This series has Catholic 
social teaching integrated throughout the program.  
We Believe invites the student to be an evangelizer 
through lesson review, prayer and activities, making 
this series compatible with the Diocesan Standards. 
As well, each week of lessons are supported by 
content activities tied to the six tasks of catechesis. 

PRAYER TOOLS & 

LITURGICAL TOOLS 

 

X  Each lesson begins with a prayer including scripture 
and music.  Teach/catechist and students all take part. 
Liturgical lessons are well done with sound doctrine. 
The web site has weekly liturgical readings and other 
seasonal material.     

CATECHISM & 

SCRIPTURE 

REFERENCE 

X  Teacher/catechist editions have references to the CCC 
and scripture, and the student editions have quotations 
and references to Scripture. 

PARISH/SCHOOL 

COMPATIBILITY 

X  This series has a curriculum for both the school and 
the parish.  The school edition is designed to offer a 
lesson each day while the parish edition offers a 
lesson for each week 

FAMILY 

INVOLVEMENT 

X  Each edition has a take home family page with 
activities the family will do together.  This family 
page also has references to the CCC. 

NEW  
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CATEGORY STRENGTH WEAKNESS COMMENT/EXPLANATION 

TEACHER RESOURCES X  This teacher/catechist edition is an excellent resource 
in itself.  An orientation DVD designed for 
teacher/catechist, parents, and parish community 
groups is provided free with each order.  Other 
resources are available at additional cost. See below. 

ASSESSMENT TOOLS X  The student edition has a one or two page review at 
the end of each lesson.  Of all tests or review pages in 
student editions, We Believe has one of the best.  
Other assessment tools are available. See below. 

OTHER 

SUPPLEMENTAL 

MATERIALS 

X  In addition to the teacher and student books, there are 
student and teacher workbooks, music tapes and 
videos that accompany the series at extra cost. 

 

ONLINE RESOURCES X  Faith-filled activities for the family are online. A 
series of whole parish community events that 
celebrate the liturgical are found online   

www.webelieveweb.com. There is a new website 
under development that should be completed by 
August 2010. Also available is their website, 

www.cyberfaith.com.   

DIVERSITY FOR THE 

LEARNER (LEARNING 

STYLES, CULTURE, 

ETC. 

 

 X There is only one page in each catechist/teacher 
manual that says a little about students at that 
particular age. It is not enough to get a full grasp of 
learning style, intelligences, etc. 

APPEARANCE & 

FORMAT 

 

X  Glossy paper with beautiful color photos of Catholic 
art and religious places around the world.  Both 
student and teacher/catechist editions are user 
friendly. 

 

III. SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS:  
 
This series has an information packed, doctrine sound and tradition filled teacher/catechist edition.  Other 
resources wouldn’t be necessary. 
 


