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JUNIOR HIGH SERIES 

APPROVED SERIES 

 
All of the following textbook series are approved by the Diocesan Catechetical Committee 

 for their content, correlation with the  diocesan Curriculum Standards for Catechesis, and conformity 

with the Catechism (as approved by the Ad Hoc Committee to Oversee the Use of the Catechism, United 

States Conference of Catholic Bishops.) 

 

RCL - Faith First - Legacy Edition © 2006 Parish Edition, © 2007 School 

Edition 

 

I. GENERAL OVERVIEW: 

This is a K-8 series.  (This evaluation is for grades 7-8.  For an evaluation of grades K-6, see Elementary 

section.)  The junior high texts (grades 7-8) consist of four volumes:  Mystery of God, Morality - Life in 

Christ, Church and Sacraments, Jesus in the New Testament.  The series is designed for parish use.  (A 

school edition is planned for release in early 2006.)  There is a teacher manual for each of the four texts. 

 

II. SPECIFIC STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES: 

CATEGORY STRENGTH WEAKNESS COMMENT/EXPLANATION 

COMPATIBILTY WITH 

STANDARDS 

 

X  Overall, good compatibility with the standards. 

Grade 7 could use Mystery of God and Morality texts. 

• Teachings and miracles of Jesus could be 

supplemented with selections from Jesus and 

the New Testament.  

Grade 8 could use Church and Sacraments text. 

• May need to supplement some topics. 

PRAYER TOOLS & 

LITURGICAL TOOLS 

 

X  Text contains some references to the liturgy, but not 

in much depth. 

Responsorial prayer at the end of each chapter. 

Text contains info on some saints. 

Good “Catholic Prayers and Practices” in the back of 

each text. 

Prayer and Liturgical Lessons supplement can be 

purchased separately. 

CATECHISM & 

SCRIPTURE 

REFERENCE 

X  Scripture and CCC background for catechist in 

Catechist Manual. 

Scripture passages throughout student text. 

Scripture stories in student text. 

PARISH/SCHOOL X  As of 2007 there are parish and school editions 
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CATEGORY STRENGTH WEAKNESS COMMENT/EXPLANATION 

COMPATIBILITY 

FAMILY 

INVOLVEMENT 

 X “Family Discussion” question at the end of each 

chapter.  Not sure how this would be used. 

TEACHER RESOURCES X  Catechist Manual contains helpful lesson planning 

section for each chapter. 

Catechist Manual provides many ideas in presenting 

each lesson. 

ASSESSMENT TOOLS X  Review questions at the end of each chapter. 

Activities and assessment tools can be purchased 

separately. 

OTHER 

SUPPLEMENTAL 

MATERIALS 

X   Activities and assessment tools can be purchased 

separately. 

Videos, Director’s Manual, Community Resource 

material can be purchased separately. 

ONLINE RESOURCES X  www.FaithFirst.com 

Website contains catechist resources (lesson 

resources, personal enrichment), family resources, 

age-level activities for students, and chapter reviews. 

DIVERSITY FOR THE 

LEARNER (LEARNING 

STYLES, CULTURE, 

ETC. 

X  Variety of learning styles addressed. 

Pictures are multi-cultural. 

Pictures of modern day martyrs from throughout the 

world. 

APPEARANCE & 

FORMAT 

 

X  Good appearance and format. 

Good Catholic artwork along with contemporary 

pictures. 

Good blend of pictures and text. 

 

III. SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS: 

♦ Topics in this series fit well with the guidelines.  See chart above for specifics. 

♦ Some activities seem too young for Junior High students. 

♦ Good examples of application to life. However, some chapters seem to have more application to life 

than doctrine.   

♦ Good vocabulary terms throughout the text. 

♦ Pictures are effective in showing the Church in action. 
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JUNIOR HIGH SERIES 

APPROVED SERIES 

 
All of the following textbook series are approved by the Committee on Catechesis for their content, 

correlation with the  diocesan Curriculum Standards for Catechesis, and conformity with the Catechism 

(as approved by the Ad Hoc Committee to Oversee the Use of the Catechism, United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops). 

 

RCL - Faith First Junior High © 2001 

 

I. GENERAL OVERVIEW: 

This is a two-text series: Liturgy & Morality and Creed & Prayer.  Each volume is designed for both 

school and parish use.  There is a teacher manual that provides many options for presenting the lesson in 

either a Catholic school setting or in a parish setting.  The series is arranged by topic, not by grade (i.e. 

both books would meet the 7
th
 and 8

th
 grade guidelines though not in the order as set by the guidelines.) 

 

II. SPECIFIC STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES: 

CATEGORY STRENGTH WEAKNESS COMMENT/EXPLANATION 

COMPATIBILITY WITH 

STANDARDS 

 

X  Covers most of the standards.  Needs more on the 

sacraments in general, liturgy (Mass, Paschal 

Mystery), priesthood, marriage, works of mercy, 

miracles of Jesus, and morality (covenant, conscience, 

moral absolutes). 

PRAYER TOOLS & 

LITURGICAL TOOLS 

 

X  Every chapter opens with prayer and references to 

liturgical prayers.  Both volumes have separate 

sections covering Catholic prayers and practices as 

well as the liturgical year. The liturgy section is very 

helpful with lesson plans, activities, readings, and 

prayers for each liturgical season.  

CATECHISM & 

SCRIPTURE 

REFERENCE 

 X Some Scripture references in student text.  No CCC 

references in student text.  CCC referenced only in 

their scope and sequence at the beginning of the 

teacher’s manual. 

PARISH/SCHOOL 

COMPATIBILITY 

X  Same texts could be used for either.  There is a lot of 

material to sift through for parish use.  Parish and 

school program notes are provided in the teacher 

manual. RCL also offers an elementary, senior high, 

and adult series if the parish looking to use the same 

publisher for all levels of education. 

FAMILY 

INVOLVEMENT 

 X Parent page at beginning of each unit, but not sure 

now parents would see/use this. 
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CATEGORY STRENGTH WEAKNESS COMMENT/EXPLANATION 

TEACHER RESOURCES X  Teacher manual is very thorough. 

Other teacher resources are also listed on their 

Website: www.FaithFirst.com  

ASSESSMENT TOOLS X  Blackline master book.  Reviews at end of each 

chapter cover vocabulary, main ideas, critical 

thinking, and family discussion. 

OTHER 

SUPPLEMENTAL 

MATERIALS 

X  Class kits, student prayer books, and videos also 

available at extra costs. 

 

 

ONLINE RESOURCES X  www.FaithFirst.com  

Useful Website that includes a wide variety of 

supplemental materials. 

DIVERSITY FOR THE 

LEARNER (LEARNING 

STYLES, CULTURE, 

ETC. 

X  Pictures show cultural diversity.  Various ideas for 

lesson plans listed for different learning styles. 

APPEARANCE & 

FORMAT 

X  Pleasing format: small paragraphs, captions, sidebars, 

and pictures.  Some photos could become out of date. 

 

III. SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS: 

♦ The series covers the guidelines pretty thoroughly.  However, there is a lot of material to sift through 

in order to cover the requirements in the guidelines.  It would not be possible to cover the entire series 

in two years.  It will take the DRE or teacher to determine which chapter(s) cover the guidelines.  

Also, the teacher manual may appear too “busy” for some teachers. 

♦ The texts are missing some of the guidelines.  See chart above for specifics. 

♦ The overall presentation of the series does not have an evangelistic tone.  That is, some sections seem 

to be more of a presentation of facts.  The teacher should try to present the material in an evangelistic 

way, that is in a way that proclaims the Good News and leads to conversion to Christ. 
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JUNIOR HIGH SERIES 

APPROVED SERIES 

 
All of the following textbook series are approved by the Committee on Catechesis for their content, 

correlation with the diocesan Curriculum Standards for Catechesis, and conformity with the Catechism 

(as approved by the Ad Hoc Committee to Oversee the Use of the Catechism, United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops). 

 

IGNATIUS-Faith and Life © 1987 

 

I. GENERAL OVERVIEW: 

This series contains a 7th grade text, The Life of Grace (which covers God’s revelation and Sacraments), 

and an 8th grade text, Our Life in the Church (The history of the Church, the Christian in the world).  The 

series is designed for both school and parish settings.  There is a teacher manual that provides many 

options for presenting the lesson in either a Catholic school setting or in a parish setting, as well as a 

teacher resource book with helpful supplemental material. There is also a student activity book.    

 

II. SPECIFIC STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES: 

CATEGORY STRENGTH WEAKNESS COMMENT/EXPLANATION 

COMPATIBILITY WITH 

STANDARDS 

 

X  Covers the standards pretty thoroughly.  Topics from 

the 7th and 8th grades would have to be shifted 

around some.  Needs more on liturgy (Christ’s 

presence, heavenly liturgy), and morality (freedom, 

conscience, moral absolutes, social structure of sin, 

subsidiarity). 

PRAYER TOOLS & 

LITURGICAL TOOLS 

 

X  Prayers in the appendix.  References to the sacraments 

throughout.  Could have more liturgical references. 

CATECHISM & 

SCRIPTURE 

REFERENCE 

X  Scripture references throughout student text.  Section 

in teacher resource book showing CCC correlation for 

each chapter. 

PARISH/SCHOOL 

COMPATIBILITY 

X  Same texts can be used for either.  Teacher manual 

provides suggestions for one-day or five-day format. 

Faith and Life is a K-8 Series. 

FAMILY 

INVOLVEMENT 

X  Family Notes section in teacher resource book. 

TEACHER RESOURCES X  Teacher manual provides many options for presenting 

the lesson.  Also provides plans for both parish and 

school settings.  The teacher resource book provides a 

lot of supplemental material (see below). 

Teacher manual and student text are separate books. 
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CATEGORY STRENGTH WEAKNESS COMMENT/EXPLANATION 

ASSESSMENT TOOLS X  Teacher resource book contains unit tests. 

OTHER 

SUPPLEMENTAL 

MATERIALS 

X  Student activity book provides reinforcement of 

lessons and application to life.  Teacher resource book 

contains suggestions for other materials (books, 

videos, music) and other classroom activities. 

ONLINE RESOURCES  X None. 

DIVERSITY FOR THE 

LEARNER (LEARNING 

STYLES, CULTURE, 

ETC. 

X  Teacher manual offers many suggestions for 

reinforcement activities, which address a variety of 

learning styles. 

APPEARANCE & 

FORMAT 

 

 X The student book consists of a lot of text.  It would be 

easier to read if the text was broken up or highlighted 

better.  The student text does have good Catholic 

artwork. 

 

III. SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS: 

♦ This series contains good, theological language.  However, it is at a higher reading level than other 

texts.  The teacher may have to take more responsibility and time to explain things if the class is not 

at the expected reading level.  A strength of the text is that it is very evangelistic; that is, it teaches to 

the heart and for conversion. 

♦ Each text consists of approximately 30 chapters.  Many chapters are fairly short, so more than one 

chapter could be covered during a given class period.   

♦ There is an optional student activity book to go along with the student text.  The information in the 

student activity book is good, but not presented in an interesting way.  The catechist could use the 

material in the student activity book, but present it more creatively. 

♦ The texts are missing some of the guidelines.  See chart above for specifics. 
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JUINOR HIGH 

APPROVED SERIES 

 
All of the following textbook series are approved by the Diocesan Catechetical Committee 

 for their content, correlation with the  diocesan Curriculum Standards for Catechesis, and conformity 

with the Catechism (as approved by the Ad Hoc Committee to Oversee the Use of the Catechism, United 

States Conference of Catholic Bishops.) 

 

Loyola Press: Finding God; Celebrating Church, Grade 7; Following Jesus, Grade 8: 2007 
 

I. GENERAL OVERVIEW: 

These texts are for 7
th
 and 8

th
 grade. This specific text is for parish use. 

 

II. SPECIFIC STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES: 

CATEGORY STRENGTH WEAKNESS COMMENT/EXPLANATION 

COMPATIBILTY WITH 

STANDARDS 

 

X  Covers standards. Each unit is Gospel based and 

covers different topics for each unit. Topics covered 

are Sacraments, Commandments, Scripture, Catholic 

Social Teachings, Moral Issues, etc. 

PRAYER TOOLS & 

LITURGICAL TOOLS 

X  Has very good section on prayer and Liturgical Year 

CATECHISM & 

SCRIPTURE 

REFERENCE 

X X The catechist manual has good references to CCC in 

each unit and in the Scope and Sequence. The student 

text has no CCC references. Both are strong in 

Scripture. 

PARISH/SCHOOL 

COMPATIBILITY 

 X According to the catechist manual, this text is for 

parish use only. 

FAMILY 

INVOLVEMENT 

X  This text has great potential for family involvement 

and has a good activity lessons and community 

building activities. 

TEACHER RESOURCES X  Catechist manual is very good both in appearance and 

suggestions for classes. 

ASSESSMENT TOOLS X  The black-line masters and other materials are 

included in catechist manual. This could also be a 

negative as it may be hard to reproduce. 

OTHER 

SUPPLEMENTAL 

MATERIALS 

X  Suggestions for other resources such as music, etc. are 

included in the catechist manual. 

ONLINE RESOURCES X  www.FindingGod.org 

Website contains catechetical resources, catechist info 

(lesson planning, personal enrichment), DRE, parent, 

and children’s resources. 
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CATEGORY STRENGTH WEAKNESS COMMENT/EXPLANATION 

DIVERSITY FOR THE 

LEARNER (LEARNING 

STYLES, CULTURE, 

ETC. 

X  Both catechist manual and student text has some 

Spanish; glossary, Latin; prayers. 

APPEARANCE & 

FORMAT 

 

X  Both catechist manual and student text are pleasing to 

the eye and easy to read/use. Colorful pictures using 

both traditional and modern sources. 

 

III. SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS: 

♦ These texts provide a lot of information for both catechist and student to utilize. Both are easy to use 

and easy on the “eye” when using them. However, it would be useful for the student text to have 

references to the CCC not just the catechist manual, though would not be hard for the catechist to 

relate appropriate CCC references to the student. 

♦ The size of the catechist manual could hinder carrying text around classroom if that is necessary. 
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JUNIOR HIGH SERIES 

APPROVED SERIES 

 
All of the following textbook series are approved by the Committee on Catechesis for their content, 

correlation with the diocesan Curriculum Standards for Catechesis, and conformity with the Catechism 

(as approved by the Ad Hoc Committee to Oversee the Use of the Catechism, United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops). 

 

LOYOLA - Christ Our Life © 2002, 2009 

 

I. GENERAL OVERVIEW: 

This series consists of a 7th grade text, Jesus the Way, the Truth, and the Life and an 8th grade text, the 

Church Then and Now.  There is a separate parish edition and Catholic school edition though the student 

texts are the same for both editions.  The teacher manuals are different. 

 

II. SPECIFIC STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES: 

CATEGORY STRENGTH WEAKNESS COMMENT/EXPLANATION 

COMPATIBILITY WITH 

STANDARDS 

 

X  Covers many of the standards, although some of them 

lightly.  Needs more depth on all of the sacraments 

and more on morality (freedom, morality of an act, 

conscience, moral absolutes, natural law, sin, social 

structure of sin, subsidiarity). 

PRAYER TOOLS & 

LITURGICAL TOOLS 

X  Prayers on inside covers of student texts.  Instruction 

on prayer throughout both texts. 

CATECHISM & 

SCRIPTURE 

REFERENCE 

X  Student text contains Scripture quotes and exercises.  

No CCC references in student text.  Teacher manual 

contains references to the CCC, Scripture, and Church 

Documents for each chapter. 

PARISH/SCHOOL 

COMPATIBILITY 

X  Separate parish and school editions. 

Student texts are the same for both editions. 

FAMILY 

INVOLVEMENT 

 X Very minimal.  There is a Family Feature page at the 

beginning of each unit.  This amounts to three for the 

entire year. Catholic Prayer for Catholic Families 

booklet comes with every student book. 

TEACHER RESOURCES X  Teacher manual is very good.  It provides background 

information, lesson plan ideas, and additional 

resources. 

ASSESSMENT TOOLS X  Reproducible resource materials included free with 

each teacher manual. 

OTHER 

SUPPLEMENTAL 

X  Suggestions for additional resources provided in 

teacher manual: books, videos, music. 
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CATEGORY STRENGTH WEAKNESS COMMENT/EXPLANATION 

MATERIALS  

ONLINE RESOURCES X  Loyola’s Website has additional teaching resources at 

www.christourlife.org. Also, see comments below. 

DIVERSITY FOR THE 

LEARNER (LEARNING 

STYLES, CULTURE, 

ETC. 

X  Variety of learning activities listed for each chapter in 

the teacher’s manual. 

APPEARANCE & 

FORMAT 

 

X  Student text is easy to read.  It is broken up into small 

paragraphs, with pictures, activities, and text boxes.  

Perhaps, some activities are a little too young for 8th 

grade students. 

 

III. SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS: 

♦ This series provides a lot of information for the teacher.  It would be good for the teacher looking for 

a variety of activities and ideas.  However the teacher manual may appear too “busy” for some 

teachers. 

♦ The student text is very pleasing and, overall, age-appropriate.  Some of the activities may be too 

young for the 8th grade students. 

♦ The texts are missing some of the guidelines and need more depth on some of the guidelines.  See 

chart above for specifics. 

 

♦ 2009 edition’s additional features 

• It  emphasizes social justice more than previous editions. 

• It  has a fuller element of prayer throughout the texts, More than previous editions. 

• It  has added scriptural texts and references. 

• It  has added a connection with music. 

• It  includes more online resources, including lesson planning, over 400 activities,  a Sunday 

connection, Blackline masters, reviews, seasonal resource and games. 

 



 

VIII-32 

 

JUNIOR SERIES 

APPROVED SERIES 

 
All of the following textbook series are approved by the Committee on Catechesis for their content, 

correlation with the diocesan Curriculum Standards for Catechesis, and conformity with the Catechism 

(as approved by the Ad Hoc Committee to Oversee the Use of the Catechism, United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops). 

 

Harcourt – Call to Faith © 2009 

 

I. GENERAL OVERVIEW: 

This is a K through eight series: A spiral learning method plus Scripture and Liturgical Year lessons.  The 

four pillars of the Catechism of the Catholic Church – Creed, Sacraments, Morality and Prayer – are 

taught and developed on every grade level every year.  A strong emphasis on Scripture encourages further 

study while developing a desire for reading the Bible.  This series has weekly activities for the liturgical 

season connecting the lessons to the Sunday liturgy. 

 

II. SPECIFIC STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES: 

CATEGORY STRENGTH WEAKNESS COMMENT/EXPLANATION 

COMPATIBILTY WITH 

STANDARDS 

 

X  Covers all four pillars of the Catechism along with 

Scripture, Mary and the Saints, tradition of prayer as 

well as ways of prayer, making this series compatible 

with the Diocesan Standards. 

PRAYER TOOLS & 

LITURGICAL TOOLS 

 

X  This series offers liturgical celebrations to cover the 

Church year, while enforcing the person of Jesus 

Christ and the Paschal mystery of His life, death, 

Resurrection and Ascension and honoring Mary and 

the saints. 

CATECHISM & 

SCRIPTURE 

REFERENCE 

X  All teacher/catechist and student editions have 

reference to Scripture throughout the lesson.  Only the 

teacher/catechist editions have reference to the CCC.  

These references are easy to find and follow.   

PARISH/SCHOOL 

COMPATIBILITY 

X  Call to Faith has a separate program for schools and 

parishes.  Both school and parish programs cover the 

same content but are written for a one-day or five-day 

format.  

FAMILY 

INVOLVEMENT 

X  Home Connection on the Web page is encouraged for 

family faith activities. 

TEACHER RESOURCES X  Helpful resources are in the teacher/catechist edition 

and on the web page.  The teacher/catechist editions 

reference the General Directory for Catechesis, thus 

encouraging the reading of the Church document. The 

2009 edition also correlates with the National 
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CATEGORY STRENGTH WEAKNESS COMMENT/EXPLANATION 

Directory for Catechesis. 

ASSESSMENT TOOLS X  One page at end of each chapter in the student edition.  

Black line masters for copying in the teacher/catechist 

edition with an answer key. 

OTHER 

SUPPLEMENTAL 

MATERIALS 

X  In addition to the teacher/catechist and student books, 

there are student and teacher/catechist workbooks, 

music tapes and videos that accompany the series 

(purchased additionally). 

 

 

 

 

ONLINE RESOURCES X  Harcourt publishers have a Web site for the users 

of Call to Faith, eConnect.  Along with resources 

to help the teacher/catechist and parents, they 

offer weekly scripture readings with faith sharing 

questions for both children and adults in English 

and Spanish.  This online series has a complete 

Catholic Social Teaching program covering the 

seven principles of Catholic Social Teaching.  

www.harcourtreligion.com  

DIVERSITY FOR THE 

LEARNER (LEARNING 

STYLES, CULTURE, 

ETC. 

 

X  This series offers English and Spanish editions.  

Each lesson in the teacher/catechist edition has at 

least one optional activity with the focus on 

multiple intelligence: visual, verbal, musical, 

bodily, interpersonal.  This series has nothing for 

the challenged learner. 

APPEARANCE & 

FORMAT 

 

X  This series uses high quality paper with colorful 

photos, charts and artwork.  The editions are very user 

friendly while reflecting the authentic teachings of the 

Catholic Church. 

 

III. SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS: 

♦ This junior high series is a continuation of the Call to Faith K-6 series. It covers Revelation, Trinity, 

Jesus Christ, the Church, morality, sacraments, the Kingdom of God, prayer and Catholic Social 

Teaching.  While evangelization is woven throughout the entire program, the teacher/catechist will 

have to watch for it and bring it to the attention of the students. 

♦ Features include: 

• A correlation with the National Directory of Catechesis throughout. 

• More clarity in the manual’s lesson opener’s regarding age-appropriate catechesis. 

• Catholic Social Teaching has been added to the Parish edition. 
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• Intergenerational events have been added to the online resource. 

• References to Pope Benedict XVI 

 

♦ The following is a list of supplemental materials that are very helpful. 

• A Pastoral Leader’s Source Book has professional development articles, implementation models, 

sources for parish adults, and parents and catechist orientation sessions. 

• Faith at Home is a magazine with suggestions, tips for sharing and celebration faith at home. 

• People of Faith Collection includes 146 cards with a brief biography of a person (Saint or saintly 

person) and a prayer. 

• Lectionary Link: Breaking Open the Word for different ages and all three liturgical cycles. 

• Praying all Ways is a collection of practical ideas and strategies corresponding to various 

intelligences.  This book would be helpful for the teacher/catechist looking for ways to use prayer 

in a manner that engages learner’s individual needs. 

• Call to Faith has a preschool program. 

 

 


