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2016 UNITED CATHOLIC APPEAL

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Give thanks to the Lord for He is good; 
His mercy endures forever!

As the Year of Mercy unfolds, we 
celebrate the true meaning of what it 
means to be a follower of Christ. We 
take this time to reflect and know that 
this is a time for forgiveness and recon-
ciliation, as Jesus has promised uncondi-
tional love for all who believe in Him.

There is no doubt that during this 
time of reorganization, our mission of 
spreading the joy of the Gospel does not 
stop. The Catholic Church has remained 
steadfast throughout the ages, and its 
good works will continue in the Diocese 
of Duluth thanks to you, our faithful.

Nothing can take away our joy as 
daughters and sons of Christ, and it is 
that joy that will evangelize and attract 
souls as professed in this year’s theme: 
“Joy is a net of love by which you can 
catch souls.” Let us spread joy and be 
mindful of what it means to be Chris-
tian. Our mission of love and faithful-
ness to Jesus always continues forward.

During this Year of Mercy, may we 
remember God’s providence and pray 
for His blessing upon us.

Thank you for all that you do and for all 
that you give.

God bless you,

Bishop Paul D. Sirba
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This past September, we came together 
as a diocese to celebrate 125 years. That 
joyful day was made possible thanks to 
generous donors and your dollars from the 
UCA. On that day, we walked with Jesus 
through the streets of Duluth and smiled 
at strangers. No matter where we walked, 
passersby stopped and watched, intrigued 
at the smiling faces in the procession. One 
young woman, a recovering drug addict, 
was standing on a corner as we neared 
downtown Duluth. She became moved by 
the sight and prayed that it would cleanse 
and heal the streets from many disturbing 
things she sees daily. The experience filled 
her with great hope. As Mary Hagen 
from Crosslake said, “It was such a joy 
being with so many fellow Catholics, both 
priests and parishioners. We truly 
witnessed and lived out our faith creating 
a powerful impact.”

One of the great gifts of the UCA is the 
youth ministry program led by Fr. Michael 
Schmitz. As church participation dramatically 
declines when young people approach college, 
the need for instilling strong faith during the 
teenage years is crucial.

Mary Herbertz, a mother of four from 
Duluth, puts it best by saying, “The 
Duluth Diocese youth ministry program is 
very unique and special. The time my 
children have away at camps and retreats helps 
to connect the head with the heart.” Grace, her 

eldest, shared the great impact that “Jesus high” 
moments had in leading her to greater 
conversion. Mary continues, “I have seen the 
benefits of my children attending adoration 
with their friends. It has had significant impact 
and I feel very blessed.”

It is because of your generous donations to 
the UCA that the Diocese of Duluth provides 
youth ministries. We are grateful we can instill 
Christian values and strengthen faith among 
our teenagers, which makes a powerful impact 
on society as our youth reach adulthood.

In addition to these ministries, the 
Diocese of Duluth delivers many programs 
designed to serve our community. Here 
are a handful of other examples of how 
your donations help us spread the word of 
Christ and the love and joy of our faith.

• 1,498 students are enrolled in our 
Catholic Schools

• The Northern Cross newspaper  
reaches 22,435 households

• Five permanent Deacons were  
ordained in November

• 82 families were given emergency  
assistance through the Social  
Apostolate Office

Thank you again for your financial 
support. Your gift will be used for the day 
to day ministries of the Bishop and not 
legal settlements.

EUCHARISTIC PROCESSION BRINGS 
JESUS TO DOWNTOWN DULUTH

UCA DOLLARS AT WORK

Fr. Michael Schmitz speaking at a youth retreat Mary and Grace Herbertz

YOUTH MINISTRY STRENGTHENS FAITH AMONG TEENS

Let thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us, 
according as we hope in thee.

PSALM 33:22

Participants in the Eucharistic Procession Diaconate Ordination


