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Diocese of Duluth 

Music Outcomes 

Kindergarten 

 

Content  Diocesan Outcome 

Expression   Distinguish between loud and soft sounds.  

  Play classroom instruments and sing loudly and softly.  

  Use whispering, speaking, singing, and calling voices with appropriate volume and 

tone. 

Melody   Distinguish between high and low pitches. 

  Speak with a high or a low tone on request.  

  Produce high and low sounds on classroom instruments.  

  Recognize melodic movement up or down.  

Rhythm  Recognize a steady beat.  

  Create a steady beat with body percussion and classroom instruments. 

  Distinguish between long and short sounds.  

  Sing long and short sounds. 

   

Form  recognize echo  

  call, sing and play classroom instruments as an echo response 

  Use creative movement to distinguish between sections. 

Harmony   Distinguish between accompanied and non-accompanied music. 

  Respond verbally to accompanied and non-accompanied music. 

History/Style  Learn to appreciate music of different styles and cultures.  

  Use classroom instruments. 

Performance 

Skills 

 Show quiet attention to the performance of others.  

  Express appreciation for performance of others with proper applause and etiquette. 

  Learn basic skills in group choral performance.  

Liturgy and 

Worship Skills 

  Learn the proper responses sung during the liturgy.  

  Participate in the weekly school liturgies by singing the responses. 

  Begin to acquire an appreciation of music and its place in worship. 
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Diocese of Duluth 

Music Outcomes 

First Grade 

 

Content  Diocesan Outcome 

Expression  Distinguish, by listening, between various combinations of loud/soft and fast/slow. 

  Play classroom instruments in various combinations.  

  Sing in various combinations of loud/soft and slow/fast. 

  Recognize the difference between voice ensembles and instrument ensembles. 

  experience Experience different sound production techniques. 

Tone / Color  Distinguish between high pitched and low pitched voices. 

  Recognize the difference between voice ensembles and instrument ensembles. 

  Experience different sound production techniques.  

Melody  Recognize and notate the following musical symbols:  treble clef, staff, quarter note, 
half note, dotted half note, whole note, eighth notes. 

  Recognize written notation movement upward, downward, and repeated patterns 

  Recognize standard hand signals. 

  Sing simple songs that use a major scale. 

Rhythm  Identify the strong beats in choral music sung in class.  

  Demonstrate strong beat, silent beats with voice, classroom instruments, and 
clapping and tapping. 

Form  Recognize sounds as same or different. 

  Demonstrate same and different sounds on classroom instruments and with voice 

Harmony  Play simple patterns and classroom instruments while the class is singing. 

  Sing simple ostinato patterns while the class is singing. 

History/Style   Participate in simple dances. 

  Experience and verbally respond to a wide variety of musical styles from differing 
cultures, regions and eras. 

  Introduce composers of different cultures. 

Performance 

Skills 

  Show quiet attention to the performance of others. 

  Express appreciation for performance of others with proper applause and etiquette. 

  Learn basic skills in group choral performance 

  Demonstrate care of class equipment. 

  Sing and play instruments with others.  

Liturgy and 

Worship Skills 

 Learn the proper responses sung during the liturgy. 

  Participate in the weekly school liturgy by singing the proper responses. 

  Learn 4-6 hymns sung during the liturgies. 

  Begin to acquire an appreciation of music 
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Diocese of Duluth 

Music Outcomes 

Second Grade 

 

Content  Diocesan Outcome 

Expression   Identify examples of crescendo and decrescendo. 

  Recognize the musical symbols used for decrescendo and crescendo. 

  Compose s Short melodic phrases demonstrating crescendo and decrescendo. 

  Sing a simple song using crescendo and decrescendo. 

Tone / Color  Name and distinguish between various ways musical sounds produced. 

  Identify by sight and sound the different instruments and their families. 

  Relate classroom instruments to the different families of instruments.  

  Introduce soprano, alto, tenor and bass voices.  

Melody  Sing a major scale upward and downward. 

  Recognize notes in the treble clef. 

  Understand notes written by steps, skips and repeats.  

  Identify aurally and visually simple melodic patterns and repeat.  

  Compose simple melodies on the pitched classroom instruments. 

Rhythm   Identify basic time signatures:  4/4, 3/4, 2/4. 

  Notate simple rhythm patterns dictated using quarter notes, half notes and whole 
notes. 

  Identify quarter rests, half rests, and whole rests. 

  Define allegro, andante, vivace and adagio. 

Form   Understand and identify AB and ABA forms. 

  Understan   Understand the concept of a musical phrase. 

Harmony  Demonstrate ability to sing a simple round.  

  Understand a cappella.  

  Compose    Simple accompaniment on pitched classroom instruments. 

History/Style   Sing common national songs. 

  Identify early multi-cultural instruments and songs. 
  Introduce 3-5 American composers and lyricists of the 19th century (multi cultural). 

Performance 

Skills 

 Show quiet attention to the performance of others. 

  Express appreciation for the performance of others with proper applause and 

etiquette. 

  Use care when playing classroom instruments and learn proper care of equipment. 

  Learn basic skills in group choral performance. 

  Sing and p  Play instruments with others.  

Liturgy and 

Worship Skills 

  Participate in the weekly school liturgy by singing the proper responses. 

  Learn 4-6 additional hymns sung during the liturgies and special prayer services. 

  Begin to acquire an appreciation of music and its place in worship. 
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Diocese of Duluth 

Music Outcomes 

Third Grade 

 

Content  Diocesan Outcome 

Expression  Notate dynamic markings (p, pp, f, ff, mp, and mf). 

  Demonstrate dynamic markings by singing and/or playing. 

Tone / Color   Name and distinguish between various ways musical sounds are produced. 

  Identify by sight and sound instruments and voices. 

  Identify soprano, alto, and tenor and bass voices. 

  Introduce baritone, mezzo soprano and contralto voices 

Melody  Learn the eight note scale. 
  Demonstrate understanding of treble clef notes by recognizing and playing them on 

an instrument. 

  Create simple 2-3 note melody patterns and play them on an instrument. 
  Identify a five note scale. 
  Identify a chromatic scale. 

Rhythm  Play examples of duple or triple meter. 

  Notate simple rhythm patterns that are heard.  

  Create pieces to be performed with classroom instruments. 

  Identify quarter, half, whole, dotted half, and eighth notes and their rests.  

Form   Identify repeated phrases. 
  Say and write AB or ABA to identify these forms and rondo. 

Harmony   Distinguish between examples of layered or non-layered music. 

  Identify chords and triads on pitched instruments.  

  Sing rounds and canons.  

  Play simple rounds or canons on an instrument. 

   Identify, play and sing various types of folk and ethnic music related to outcomes in 
other subject areas. 

  Be introduced to the history of an instrument. 

History/Style  Recognize a few famous compositions and composers of these styles of music. 

Performance 

Skills 

  Show quiet attention to the performance of others.  

  Express appreciation for the performance of others with proper applause and 
etiquette. 

  Demonstrate ability to give good effort in group performance. 

  Demonstrate ability to sing or play as a solo or in a small group. 

  Use classroom equipment with care. 

Liturgy and 

Worship Skills 

  Participate in the weekly school liturgy by singing the proper responses. 

  Learn 4-6 additional hymns sung during the liturgies and special prayer services such 
as the rosary and Thanksgiving. 

  Acquire an appreciation of music and its place in worship. 

  Gain appreciation for God's presence in worship. 
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Diocese of Duluth 

Music Outcomes 

Fourth Grade 

 

Content  Diocesan Outcome 

Expression   Sing and play patterns with varying dynamics. 

  Explain the effect of dynamic contrast. 

Tone / Color  Know the meaning of timbre. 

  Identify band and orchestra instruments by sight and sound. 

  Identify soprano, alto, tenor and bass. 

Melody   Demonstrate major and minor scales on instruments. 
  Demonstrate simple intervals on instruments.  

  Create simple melodies using major or minor modalities.  

  Sing simple two-part songs and partner songs.  

Rhythm  Identify sixteenth; eighth, quarter, half dotted half and whole notes and the 
corresponding rests. 

  Identify 6/8 meter as well as 2/4, 3/4, 4/4 meters.  

  Sing or play rhythm patterns with tempo markings.  

  Create rhythm patterns notate, and play them on classroom instruments. 

Form   Identify repeated phrases in music and indicate letters to show form present. 

  Recognize ABACA (rondo) form and identify the separate phrases. 

  Identify AABA form in folk and pop music.  

  Improvise   Improvise movement to identify and respond to separate phrases. 

Harmony  Be able to sing and play simple rounds. 

  Demonstrate by singing or playing ostinato patterns.  

  Sing and/or play descant parts. 

History / Style  Define ballad, call/response, operetta, opera. 

  Explain how the styles of music originated. 

  Explain in simple musical terms how the styles are different. 

  Create a ballad to perform during classroom music. 

  Know the basic background of details of an opera. 

  Know a few famous compositions and composers of these styles of music. 

Performance 

Skills 

  Show quiet attention to the performance of others. 

  Express appreciation for the performance of others with proper applause and 

etiquette. 

  Demonstrate ability to give good effort in group performance. 

  Demonstrate ability to sing or play as a solo or in a small group. 

  Use classroom equipment with care.  

Liturgy and 

Worship Skills 

 Participate in the weekly school liturgies by singing hymns and responses at 
appropriate times. 

  Learn 4-6 additional hymns to be sung during the liturgies and special prayer 
services throughout the school year. 

  Acquire an appreciation of music and its place in worship. 

  Gain appreciation for God's presence in worship. 
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Diocese of Duluth 

Music Outcomes 

Fifth Grade 

 

Content  Diocesan Outcome 

Expression  Distinguish aurally contrast between major and minor modalities. 

  Identify pentatonic and chromatic scales. 

  Respond verbally with a clear basis to major and minor modes on pitched classroom 
instruments. 

Tone / Color   Identify by sight and sound orchestral instruments. 

  Identify by sight and sound band instruments. 

  Define band and orchestra. 

  Distinguish the difference between the composition of an orchestra and a band and 

be able to hear the difference. 

Melody   Draw the grand staff with an understanding of its parts. 

  Play notes as they are written on the grand staff. 

  Create melody lines on a keyboard or classroom instrument and write it down on the 
grand staff. 

  Learn absolute pitch names on bass staff.  

Rhythm  Read and perform notated rhythms. 

  Write out simple rhythm patterns that are heard. 

  Complete written measures using rhythm notations. 

Form  Identify time signatures.  

   Identify and respond to themes and variations. 

  Notate form. 

  Identify, notate, respond and improvise dance. 

History / Style   Identify major cultural sources for 20th and 21
st
 century American music.. 

  Identify major forms of expression of American music (jazz, gospel, patriotic, rag, 
rock, folk, etc.).  

  Identify symphonic works of 2-3 major American composers such as Aaron 
Copland, George Gershwin and John Cage. 

   Identify origins and development of major forms of American music 

  Become familiar with American composers and/or performers of the 20th and 21
st
 

century. 

  Study the major composers and recognize their most familiar works:  Bach, 

Beethoven, Mozart and Brahms 

Performance 

Skills 

 Show quiet attention to the performance of others. 

  Express appreciation for the performance of others with proper applause and 
etiquette. 

  Demonstrate ability to give good effort in group performance. 

  Demonstrate ability to sing or play as a solo or in a small group. 

  Use classroom equipment with care. 

  Use good posture for singing, playing and breathing. 
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Content  Diocesan Outcome 

Liturgy and 

Worship Skills 

  Participate in the weekly school liturgies by singing hymns and responses at 
appropriate times. 

  Learn 4-6 additional hymns to be sung during the liturgies and special prayer 
services throughout the school year. 

  Acquire an appreciation of music and its place in worship. 

  Gain appreciation for God’s presence in worship. 
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Diocese of Duluth 

Music Outcomes 

Sixth Grade 

 

Content  Diocesan Outcome 

Expression   Follow vocal musical scores. 

  Sight read simple two-part vocal music. 

  Understand written expression marks affecting performance of a piece such as 
tempo, dynamics, phrasing, and text. 

  Create or improvise performance by adding expression marks in a piece of music 
that is without editing. 

  Compose and perform an original work. 

Tone / Color   Expand identification of soprano, alto, tenor and bass. 

  Sing partner songs 

  Track a specific vocal part written in choral music. 

Melody  Demonstrate ability to read and write C, F and G key signatures. 

  Write and sing a major scale. 

  Write and sing major triads. 

  Read chord progressions (I, IV, V). 

  Read notes on a grand staff. 

  Read and perform notated rhythms. 

Rhythm  Write simple rhythm patterns that are heard. 
  Identify common time signatures and understand their meaning.  

  Identify common time signatures and understand their meaning. 

  Create simple rhythm pieces using classroom instruments for performance. 

  Create simple rhythm pieces using classroom instruments for performance. 

Form   Identify repeated phrases, variations or non-variations. 

  Recognize rondo, AB, and ABA forms (recognize forms and separate phrases) 

  Identify common form found in rock and pop music. 

  Improvise form with song, instrument or movement. 

History / Style   Identify and know the historical significance of the early wind and stringed 
instruments of the medieval and renaissance periods.  

  Recognize and know the historical significance of early ensemble music of the 
medieval and renaissance periods. 

  Recognize famous composers and compositions of these periods. 

Performance 

Skills 

  Show quiet attention to the performance of others. 

  Express appreciation for performance of others with proper applause and etiquette. 

  Give good effort in group performance.  

  Sing or play as a solo or in a small group. 

  Use classroom equipment with care.  

Liturgy and 

Worship Skills 

  Participate in the weekly school liturgies by singing hymns and responses at 
appropriate times. 

  Learn 4-6 additional hymns to be sung during the liturgies and special prayer 
services throughout the school year.  

  Acquire an appreciation of music and its place in worship. 

  Gain appreciation for God’s presence in worship. 
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Diocese of Duluth 

Music Outcomes 

Seventh & Eighth Grade 

 

Content 7 8 General Music Diocesan Outcome 

Basic Music 

Signs and Terms 

  Sight read for and explain dynamics. 

   Sight read for and explain duration, rhythm, and tempo (rests and notes). 

   Sight read for and explain miscellaneous markings. 

   Sight read for and explain key signature and tone centers and chord 

progressions. 

   Sight read for and explain form. 

Music 

Awareness 

  Possess an awareness of music from different periods and cultures, (patriotic, 

folk and ethnic songs from various countries and cultures, traditional western 

European music, and traditional American music). 

   Name and identify by hearing famous examples. 

   Know some origins and development. 

   Explain with a clear basis the mood, feelings, and impact of each. 

   Personally evaluate given works with some clear reference to musical 

terminology 

   Know the basic facts (name, life dates, home nation, or place, historical status) 

of 3-6 composers and be able to express (in detail) information of one 

composer. 

Listen actively 

to music. 

  Apply the concept of form. 

   Determine and respond to tempo. 

   Identify instrumental and vocal timbre. 

   Identify major musical styles. 

   Respond to and identify expression of feelings. 

Be a positive 

member of a 

concert 

audience. 

  Show appropriate audience etiquette and attention to the performance of 

others. 

   Explain and model appropriate behaviors for different kinds of performances 
(rock concerts, formal concerts, dances, light concerts such as open-air 
concerts, etc.). 

Apply wellness 

concepts to 

music. 

  Know how hearing can be damaged and how to protect your hearing. 

   Care for the voice when singing. 

   Explain and use healthy posture, breathing and vocal techniques. 

Consumer of 

music and 

musical 

equipment. 

  Know about the purchase of music in all forms (sheet, disc, tape, record, and 

mixed media). 

   Know the laws which protect creative expression. 

   Recognize the message in lyrics. 

   Broaden exposure to a greater variety of music. 
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Diocese of Duluth 

Music Outcomes 

Middle School Choral 
 

Content  Middle School Choral Diocesan Outcome 

Technique  Know and be able to use appropriate posture. 

  Know and be able to use appropriate breathing techniques. 

  Sing in tune. 

  Know and be able to use clear diction. 

  Know and be able to use rehearsal etiquette. 

Enunciation  Pronounce words with well-formed vowels and clear consonants. 

  Sing to make meaning clear. 

Basic Music 

Symbols 

 Sight read for and explain dynamics. 

  Sight read for and explain duration, rhythm, and tempo (rests and notes). 

  Sight read for and explain miscellaneous markings. 

  Sight read for and explain key signature and tone centers. 

Periods and 

Cultures of 

Music 

 Apply knowledge for expression of style and interpretation. 

  Apply knowledge for expression of ornamentation. 

  Apply knowledge for expression of rhythms. 

  Know the origins, development, and special traits of the music. 

  Know famous composers and be able to identify their most prominent works when 

played. 

  Distinguish between clear examples of music from different periods and cultures, as 

well as composers of each. 

  Give a clearly based and musically literate evaluation of and response to musical 

selections. 

Basic Music 

Signs and Terms 

 Sight read for and explain dynamics. 

  Sight read for and explain rests, notes, and duration and rhythm and tempo. 

  Sight read for and explain miscellaneous markings. 

  Sight read for and explain key signature and tone centers. 

  Sight read for and explain form. 

Rehearsal and 

Performance 

Expectations 

 Develop and maintain a regular practice schedule. 

  Work to sing in tune and to blend with others. 

  Follow conducting and verbal directions in rehearsal. 

  Be a positive member of the choral group (avoid disruptive behaviors, encourage and 

support others, stay on task, work to take pleasure from quality effort). 

  Evaluate individual effort and group performance and be able to develop and use 

strategies to improve. 
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Content  Middle School Choral Diocesan Outcome 

Meet 

performance 

expectations. 

 Perform for expressiveness. 

  Perform for balance and blend. 

  Perform for phrasing. 

  Perform for technique. 

  Know and be able to use performance etiquette. 

  Respond to conducting. 

  Be independent in rehearsal and performance of music. 

  Use music for community service and worship. 

  Be a discriminating listener. 
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Diocese of Duluth 

Music Outcomes 

Instrumental Music Diocesan Outcome 

Third – Fifth Grade 

 

Content 3 4 5 Instrumental Music Diocesan Outcome 

Instrumental 

Skills 

   Know and be able to use appropriate posture and hand position. 

    Know and be able to use appropriate breathing techniques.  

    Demonstrate the proper assembly and care of the instrument. 

    Produce correct pitch.  

    Know and be able to use ‘at home’ practice techniques for lessons and 

rehearsal. 

Expression    Perform and define dynamics and dynamic contracts. 

    Perform with proper articulations. 

Tone Quality    Produce a characteristic tone on an instrument. 

    Produce characteristic intonation on an instrument. 

Melody    Perform major scale(s). 

    Know and be able to use correct fingering/stickings. 
    Perform in different key signatures and tonal centers. 

    Work for good group performance, including practice and basic rehearsal 

etiquette. 

    Use music for school, worship and community service. 

Rhythm    Know and perform eighth, quarter, dotted quarter, half, and dotted half, 

and whole notes and rests. 

    Perform 2/4, 3/4, 4/4 and common time. 

    Perform and explain tempo marks. 

Harmony    Perform in various ensembles. 
    Perform rounds. 

History/Style    Understand historical and cultural aspects of music. 

Performance    Use and store classroom equipment properly and assemble and care for the 

instrument. 

    Show appropriate audience etiquette. 

    Study major works of music for particular instruments - old and new. 

    Strive for and understand the value of music in our lives. 
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Diocese of Duluth 

Music Outcomes 

Instrumental Music Diocesan Outcome 

Sixth-Eighth Grade 

 

Content 6 7 8 Instrumental Music Diocesan Outcome 

Instrumental 

Skills 

   Diagnose simple mechanical problems with an instrument. 

Expression    Perform simple ornamentations. 

    Perform in a variety of styles and interpret them in an appropriate manner. 

Tone Quality    Introduce vibrato and appropriate instruments. 

     

Melody    Perform major and minor scale(s). 

    Perform and understand phrasing. 

Rhythm    Know and perform sixteenth notes and rests. 
    Know and perform cut-time 6/8 and mixed meters. 

    Perform changing tempos. 

Harmony    Select, interpret and perform in diverse ensembles, settings and 

instrumentations. 

History/Style    Understand historical and cultural aspects of music. 

Rehearsal 

Expectations 

   Know and be able to use proper rehearsal etiquette. 

    Perform for balance and blend. 

    Perform and understand phrasing. 

    Respond to conducting 

    Be independent in selection, rehearsal and performances of music. 

    Prepare and rehearse music at home. 

    Perform and understand balance and blend. 

    Be a discriminating listener. 

Performance    Use and store classroom equipment properly and assemble and care for the 

instrument. 

    Show appropriate audience etiquette. 

    Study major works of music for particular instruments - old and new. 

    Strive for and understand the value of music in our lives. 

 


