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The Liturgical Year and Mercy (continued): 

 

 Pentecost:  The Spirit of Mercy and Love 

 Pentecost is a time to be guided by the Holy Spirit.  In order for us to 

move forward in our faith, we need to dedicate ourselves to truly 

open our hearts to God so that our hearts can be converted. 

 What are the Gifts of the Holy Spirit?  How do these gifts guide our  

      actions of mercy?  What meaning do the Beatitudes bring to my   

      life?  Memorize the Prayer to the Holy Spirit 

 Ordinary Time:  Missionaries of Mercy 

 Spreading the word of God in our everyday lives is a way we can  

     evangelize to anyone we may meet. 

 This can happen in almost any environment:  someone at school, a 

stranger on the street, a shopper at the mall, a teammate or friend, 

etc. Who do we encounter every day?  Be a witness to your faith 

by being the hands of Christ in acts of compassion, comfort, and 

love. 

 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Logo for the Holy Year of Mercy  

http://www.iubilaeummisericordiae.va/content/gdm/en/giubileo/logo.html 

More logo information:  www.usccb.org 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/
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General Information on Year of Mercy 2015-2016: 

The Holy Year of Mercy, begins on December 8, 2015, (Immaculate 

Conception of the Virgin Mary) and ends on the Solemnity of Christ the King 

on November 20, 2016. The beginning of the Year of Mercy has special 

meaning because it marks the 50th anniversary of the closing of the Second 

Vatican Council.   

 

As catechists, our vocation calls us to enter more deeply into the heart of the 

Gospel and to be examples of the merciful Father by guiding our students to 

discover the compassionate face of our loving Father.  This booklet offers 

suggestions and ideas for use throughout the Year of Mercy.  May it provide a 

springboard to many wonderful lessons on Mercy. 

 
Some Basic Resources:  
 

A set of 8 books by the Pontifical Council for the Promotion of  

the New Evangelization (published by Our Sunday Visitor):    

 

https://www.osv.com/YearofMercy.aspx 

 

Celebrating Mercy      The Psalms of Mercy 

The Parables of Mercy     The Saints in Mercy 

Confession: The Sacrament of Mercy  Mercy in the Teachings of Popes   

Mercy in the Fathers of the Church         The Corporal and Spiritual Works 

          of Mercy 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR  DATE  

HOLY YEAR BEGINS 

(SOLEMNITY OF THE 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION) 

December 8, 2015 

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY  April 3, 2016 

FEAST DAY OF ST. FAUSTINA 

(PATRON SAINT OF MERCY) 
October 5, 2016 

HOLY YEAR ENDS (SOLEMNITY 

OF CHRIST THE KING) 
November 20, 2016 
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The Liturgical Year and Mercy: 

Themes from:  Seasons of Mercy, Reflections by Pope Francis For Living 

the Holy Year of Mercy Season by Season (AllSaintsPress.com) 

 Advent:  Waiting to Encounter Mercy Incarnate 

The Immaculate Conception means that Our Lady was conceived 

without the stain of Original Sin. In Mary’s canticle of praise, 

the Magnificat, she proclaims God’s mercy: “His mercy is from 

age to age upon those who fear him.” (Lk. 1:50).  

Advent Penance Service 

Be mindful of ways the children can show mercy through works of 

charity. 

 Christmas:  Jesus, the Human Face of God’s Mercy 

Jesus came to us born of the Virgin Mary as both human and 

divine. He is God’s love and mercy incarnate.  His life shows 

us both hope and mercy. 

Be mindful of ways the children can be the hands and feet of Christ 

among those we encounter every day.  

 Lent:  Transformed by God’s Mercy 

The season of Lent provides us the opportunity to look more deeply 

into our hearts for conversion. We need to change and seek a 

new way.  The Sacrament of Reconciliation provides us an 

opportunity to experience the mercy and love of God. 

Lenten Penance Service 

“24 Hours for the Lord”  :  See details of how this will be 

celebrated in our diocese on the Friday and Saturday preceding 

the Fourth Week of Lent 

 Easter:  Salvation through God’s Mercy 

The season of Easter is about spreading the love of God to others.  

Therefore, this time in the liturgical year we are drawn closer to 

our faith by spreading the joy of the risen Christ through 

merciful acts to others. 

Charitable opportunities include:  mitten and blanket drives, 

volunteer at various places like homeless shelters, food 

kitchens, nursing homes, etc.   School children can share their 

time and talents of music at nursing homes or other venues; 

churches need extra help keeping their buildings clean during 

the sloppy winter months; all those vulnerable need our help 

advocating for systemic solutions by writing letters to the 

editor or to legislators 
 

https://www.osv.com/YearofMercy.aspx
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Going to the Fringes: 

Pope Francis invites us to follow 

Christ by going to the “fringes.”  

“We look forward to the 

experience of opening our hearts 

to those living on the outermost 

fringes of society.” (Pope Francis, 

Misericordiae Vultus 15) 

  

 What does this mean? 

 Being a presence of God’s unconditional love to people who may be 

forgotten by others or disliked by others. 

 Who are the people “on the fringes” that Pope Francis has encountered? 

  People in prison 

  People in drug rehabilitation 

  The poor 

 Who are people “on the fringes” in your own life to whom you can show 

love and mercy? 

  A classmate who is not popular, who is chosen last for a team, who 

 seems un happy 

  A brother or sister who is having a difficult time with something 

  The poor and homeless 

  The elderly, sick and handicapped 

 Who are others who may need the touch of Jesus? 

  A family in your school or parish who is hurting because of: 

 job loss, sickness, someone away in military service, divorce or 

separation 
 

Middle / High School:  
 How can we work to correct unjust structures and practices in our society?  

 Write to government leaders on issues related to poverty, 

immigration, the unborn/elderly/vulnerable. 

 Write letters to the editor addressing these issues. 

 Learn about the needs at homeless shelters, soup kitchens, crisis 

pregnancy centers, nursing homes. 

 Support “fair trade” practices. 

Some resources available: 

 Catholic Relief Services:   

 http://www.crs.org/get-involved/parish-and-diocesan-leaders 

 Minnesota Catholic Conference:  http://www.mncc.org/ 

 USCCB Justice, Peace, and Human Development :  

  http://www.usccb.org/about/justice-peace-and-human-development/ 

 USCCB Catholic Campaign for Human Development  

  www.povertyusa.org 

Pope Francis 
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Resources Continued: 
 

The official Vatican website for the Year of Mercy:  

  http://www.im.va/content/gdm/en.html 
 

Pope Francis' "Bull of Indiction" (the official proclamation) declaring the 

year: Misericordiae Vultus (The Face of Mercy). It explains that the mercy of 

God is fully revealed in the words and actions of Jesus.  
https://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-

francesco_bolla_20150411_misericordiae-vultus.html 
 

Living Mercy In Jubilee Year of Mercy ( a resource of ideas with topics listed 

below:) http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/new-

evangelization/jubilee-of-mercy/upload/year-of-mercy-handout.pdf 

 --Jesus is the “face” of the Father’s Mercy 

--Mercy is “the beating heart of the Gospel” 

--Mercy “demands justice” 

--Ideas for Living Mercy during the Jubilee Year 

--Pope Francis’ Prayer for the Jubilee Year of Mercy 

--More resources 

 

Pope Francis' Prayer for the Year of Mercy  
 http://www.im.va/content/gdm/en/giubileo/preghiera.html 
 

Holy Door:  Pope Francis opens the Holy Door on December 8, 2015, at St. 

Peter’s Basilica in Rome  

www.news.va/en/news/pope-francis-to-open-holy-door-of-charity-at-carit 

 

Day of Prayer and Fasting in Minnesota (To be announced with resources)  

http://www.mncc.org/day-of-fasting-and-prayer-in-reparation-for-a-culture-

of-violence-and-disrespect-for-human-life/ 

 

Holy Doors: 
Churches around the world to have Holy Doors: 

 In Rome:      Basilica of St. John Lateran, Basilica of St. Paul  

    Outside the Walls, and Basilica of St. Mary Major 

In Canada:     Cathedral-Basilica of Notre-Dame de Quebec 

In France:      The Shrine of St. John Vianney in Ars 

In Spain:        Cathedral of St. James the Great in Santiago de  

    Compostela 

Worldwide:   At the Cathedral in every diocese 

http://www.crs.org/get-involved/parish-and-diocesan-leaders
http://www.mncc.org/
http://www.usccb.org/about/justice-peace-and-human-development/
http://www.povertyusa.org/
http://www.im.va/content/gdm/en.html
https://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco_bolla_20150411_misericordiae-vultus.html
https://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco_bolla_20150411_misericordiae-vultus.html
https://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco_bolla_20150411_misericordiae-vultus.html
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/new-evangelization/jubilee-of-mercy/upload/year-of-mercy-handout.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/new-evangelization/jubilee-of-mercy/upload/year-of-mercy-handout.pdf
http://www.im.va/content/gdm/en/giubileo/preghiera.html
http://www.im.va/content/gdm/en/giubileo/preghiera.html
http://www.news.va/en/news/general-audience-the-holy-door-is-the-door-of-gods
http://www.mncc.org/day-of-fasting-and-prayer-in-reparation-for-a-culture-of-violence-and-disrespect-for-human-life/
http://www.mncc.org/day-of-fasting-and-prayer-in-reparation-for-a-culture-of-violence-and-disrespect-for-human-life/
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Holy Doors continued: 
 

 Plan a field trip to visit the Cathe-

dral of the Our Lady of the Holy 

Rosary in Duluth. Tour the church 

and plan a prayer service celebrat-

ing God’s forgiveness and love. 

 Research the Internet on the seven 

churches around the world that 

have Holy Doors. Bring pictures to 

class of these sites and make col-

lages to display. Label the pictures 

and title the collages so that all who 

see them will better understand the 

purpose of the Jubilee Year of  

       Mercy and the Holy Doors.  

 Create a class map showing 

where these Holy Doors are 

located. 

 Research the bronze panels of the Holy Door at St. Peter’s Basilica in 

Rome, each depicting a Scriptural theme related to forgiveness, the focus 

for all holy years. 

 To make a Holy Door for the school or classroom:  Place a lightweight 

dowel over the door and attach crepe paper streamers or fabric strips that 

reach the top of the doorframe to the floor (loop them to the dowel and 

staple them to the dowel for easy replacement as they fray).  Attach dow-

el with removable adhesive putty above the doorframe. Remind students 

as they walk through the door, they are called to be merciful and to offer 

and ask for forgiveness from the Lord and from one another. One might 

pray the words “Jesus, I trust in You” from St. Faustina and her vision of 

Divine Mercy. 

 

Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy: 

During the Year of Mercy, you can gain a plenary indulgence for  

carrying out one of the corporal or spiritual works of mercy (under the 

usual conditions for an indulgence). 

 Brainstorm ways to become a more visible sign of mercy, love, 

forgiveness, and compassion.  (see chart) 

 Illustrate the Works of Mercy and identify ways the class can 

make these living and active in their lives.   

 Use a school calendar and focus on one Corporal and one Spiritual 

Work of Mercy each month as a school. See calendar following: 

 

Holy Door at St. Peter’s Basilica 
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Primary Feast 

Day 

  

Blessed Teresa of 

Calcutta 

Sept. 5 She loved the poor and sick.  She took them into 

her home and cared for them. 

St. Elizabeth of 

Hungary 

 Nov.17 Even though she was a queen, she dedicated her life 

to serving the poor. 

Elementary     

St. Vincent de 

Paul 

 Sept.27 He helped people in need by giving them food, 

clothing, and shelter. 

St. Katherine 

Drexel 

 Mar..3 She lived in the United States and helped people 

who were treated unjustly by others, especially In-

dians and African-Americans. 

Middle School     

St. Maximilian 

Kolbe 

 Aug.14 Gave up his life so that a husband and father could 

live. 

Servant of God 

Dorothy Day 

  After spending many years of her life searching for 

truth, she encountered Christ and the Catholic 

Church. She spent the rest of her life serving Christ 

in the poor and marginalized. 

High School     

St. Damien de 

Veuster 

 May 10 Volunteered to serve the lepers on the Hawaiian 

island of Molokai, knowing that he would like con-

tract the disease. 

St. John Vianney  Aug. 4 A priest, he remained in the confessional for end-

less hours, hearing people’s confessions and bring-

ing them God’s mercy. 

All Ages     

St. Faustina 

Kowalska 

Oct. 5 She received and spread Jesus’ message of mercy. 

Saints Related to Mercy & Feast Day: 

Almost any saint can be studied to learn more about God’s mercy.  Some specific 

examples include: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Missionaries of Mercy: 
During this Jubilee Year of Mercy, as catechists, we are missionaries of mercy.  

We will guide our students to discover the compassionate face of the Father and 

will witness to the Father’s love and action in our own lives.  Students may find 

it interesting to research religious orders that have as their charism as special 

devotion to mercy. (Religious Sisters of Mercy, Missionaries of Charity, Sisters 

of Life, Franciscan Friars of the Renewal) 

 Invite religious orders to explain how their charism relates to mercy.  What 

types of activities and actions do they embrace to live lives of mercy? 

https://www.ewtn.com/expert/answers/indulgences_conditions.htm
http://rsmofalma.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Missionaries_of_Charity
http://www.sistersoflife.org/
http://www.sistersoflife.org/
http://franciscanfriars.com/
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 Matthew 9:36 - The compassion of Jesus for the crowd who were like 

sheep without a shepherd 

 Matthew 9:9-13 - The call of Matthew, on which Pope Francis' motto 

 is based 

 Luke 15:1-32 - Three parables: the lost sheep, the lost coin, the father 

 with two sons  

 Matthew 18:21-35 - The need to forgive in order to be forgiven 

 Matthew 5:7 - "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy” 

 Luke 6:27 - "Be merciful just as your Father is merciful," the phrase from 

 which the year's theme is taken 

 Matthew 25:31-45 - Works of mercy 
 Isaiah 58:6-11 - Works of mercy 

 Hosea 11:5-9 - God's mercy in the face of our unfaithfulness 

Scripture and Justice Timeline Activity:  Middle School/ 

High School 

Scripture provides a foundation for our concern for those who are poor and vul-

nerable.  Students receive 15 statements and must order them in a timeline fash-

ion that illustrates our scriptural concern for the poor and vulnerable.  These are 

based on the order of the books of the Bible.  Students may have to use their 

bibles to help with the exercise.  This can also be done in groups or as an all 

class activity. http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/

catholic-education/campus-ministry/tools-for-action/scripture-and-justice-

timeline-activity.cfm 

St. Faustina Kowalska 
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Legend 

P: Pr imary  E: Elementary  M: Middle School   H: High School 

Corporal Works of Mercy 

 

Feed the hungry 
P,E,M,H: Conduct a food 

drive for your local 

food shelf 
P,E,M,H: Pray for  those 

who are hungry, 

those who work at 

low wages serving 

and cooking food for 

others, solutions to 

agricultural problems 

that limit the yield of 

food for the world 
P,E,M,H: Share your  

food & candy 
E,M,H: Help with the 

grocery shopping 
P,E: Make placemats 

with Bible verses that 

provide a message of 

mercy and hope to be 

placed on food trays 
P,E,M,H: Help with  

         setting the table &  

         dishes 
E,M,H: Help with serving 

company 
E,M,H: Serve and/or   

         assist with serving 

meals to the margin-

alized 
M,H: Research local  

          initiatives to min- 

          imize hunger in your 

community 
M,H: Help br ing a meal 

to a family welcom-

ing home a newborn. 
E,M,H: Help out at a 

Knights of Columbus 

pancake breakfast 

Spiritual Works of Mercy 

 

Convert the sinner 
P,E,M,H:  Invite a 

friend to attend 

Mass with you 

and your family 
P,E,M,H:  Cor rect a        

friend when they 

attempt to do 

something wrong 
P,E,M,H:  Encourage  

someone who has 

done wrong to 

apologize 
E,M,H:  Encourage 

others to go to 

confession 
P,E,M,H: Put an end 

to gossip by turn-

ing the conversa-

tion to something 

positive 
E,M,H: Respond to 

negative and pre-

judicial comments 

with positive 

statements; 

Month 

 

January, 2016 

http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/catholic-education/campus-ministry/tools-for-action/scripture-and-justice-timeline-activity.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/catholic-education/campus-ministry/tools-for-action/scripture-and-justice-timeline-activity.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/catholic-education/campus-ministry/tools-for-action/scripture-and-justice-timeline-activity.cfm
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Give drink to the thirsty 

E,M,H: Give the baby its  

bottle 
E,M,H: Pour  dr inks at the 

table 
E,M,H: Lift up a young 

child to get a drink at a 

water fountain. 
E,M,H: Have a “donations 

only” lemonade stand 

and use the proceeds to 

improve the water supply 

in Ethiopia via Catholic 

Relief Services 
H: Pay for  the coffee of the 

person behind you at a 

coffee shop 
P,E,M,H: Take a cold glass 

of water to a neighbor 

doing yard work 
M,H: Donate baby formula 

to a local pregnancy help 

center 
P,E,M,H: Work a dr ink 

station at a local charity 

race 

Clothe the naked 
P,E,M,H: Br ing clothes to a 

needy family 
P,E,M,H: Share outgrown 

clothes with another 

family 
P,E,M,H: Br ing clothes to a 

clothing drive 
E,M,H: Help a young child 

get dressed 
E,M,H: Help with the laun-

dry 
E,M,H: Volunteer  at a 

church rummage sale 
M,H: Knit mittens, scarves, 

lap robes for the needy 
P,E,M,H: Go through your  

closet and give away 

what you don’t need 
M,H: Knit, crochet, or  sew 

baby blankets for your 

local pregnancy help 

center 
 

Instruct the ignorant 

E,M,H: Br ing a fr iend  to 

religious education 

class 

E,M,H: Take time to 

“tutor” those who are 

just beginning tasks 

P,E,M,H: Step in when 

people are clearly do-

ing harm to themselves 

or others and tell them 

to stop 

E,M,H: Commit yourself 

to learning about the 

Catholic faith and 

share your understand-

ing of the faith with 

others 

 

 

 

 

Counsel the doubtful 
M,H:  Discuss the truths 

of your faith with your 

friends 
M,H:  Assist with religious 

education classes 
E,M,H: Offer  words of 

encouragement to those 

who seem discouraged 
E,M,H: Be optimistic and 

avoid being negative 
E,M,H: Respond with 

hope to people who are 

always negative 
M,H: Ask your  fr iends 

about their hopes and 

support them in striving 

to achieve them 

Febru-

ary,  

2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March  

2016 
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Prayer Services & Prayer: 
Day of Prayer and Fasting:  Date to be determined and resources 

to follow 

 Plan meaningful prayer services on a monthly basis with the theme of 

the Holy Year in mind (perhaps K-2 one month, 3-4 the next, 5-8 the 

following and repeat the pattern.  Consider a penance service for 

families also the same months. 

 Praying Psalm 136; Hymn of Thanksgiving for God’s Everlasting 

Mercy- pray often during the Year of Mercy.  Students at every grade 

level can memorize the first three verses. Pray the remaining verses in 

sections each week to emphasize God’s mercy. Have students repeat or 

echo the refrain, “For his mercy endures forever”. 

 Divine Mercy Chaplet:   

http://www.thedivinemercy.org/message/devotions/praythechaplet.php 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
“By receiving more frequently through this sacrament the gift of the 

Father’s mercy, we are spurred to be merciful as he is merciful.” (CCC 

1458) 

 Study the origin of this Sacrament. 

 “Whose sins you forgive …”  (John 20:23) 

 The priest acts in the person of Jesus Christ. 

 Instill a deeper understanding of an Examination of Conscience. 

 Pray to the Holy Spirit to know and be sorry for your sins. 

 Examine your conscience using: 

  Ten Commandments 

  Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy 

  Beatitudes 

 Examination of Conscience for different age groups: 

http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/sacraments-and-

sacramentals/penance/examinations-of-conscience.cfm 

 Provide opportunities for students to receive this sacrament. 

 Invite parents, family members. 

 Study the prayer of absolution 

 “God the Father of mercies …” 
 

Scripture Passages For Meditation: 
The following scripture passages were mentioned by Pope Francis in 

Misericordiae Vultus as particular points of meditation for the Year of 

Mercy. Pray with these passages, study them, and share them with others! 

 Ephesians 2:4 - The Father is "rich in mercy" 

 Psalm 136 - Mercy of God throughout salvation history - "for his 

mercy endures forever" 

https://gifts.crs.org/gifts/improve-the-water-supply-in-ethiopia/
https://gifts.crs.org/gifts/improve-the-water-supply-in-ethiopia/
http://www.thedivinemercy.org/message/devotions/praythechaplet.php
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/sacraments-and-sacramentals/penance/examinations-of-conscience.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/sacraments-and-sacramentals/penance/examinations-of-conscience.cfm
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Curriculum Standards Emphasizing Mercy: 

Grade 6 

 6.  The major themes that are present throughout Scriptures are Reve

 lation, Covenant, Redemption, Salvation. (Highlight how God 

 always took his people back when they turned to Him.) 

15. God sent prophets such as Jeremiah, Ezekiel and others to call 

people back to a faithful way of living. (Tie to spiritual works of  

 mercy.) 

 23.  The Church is the People of God, composed of all those believers 

 of every age, race, culture, sex, and ability who will accept Jesus 

 Christ as Lord and Savior. 
  

Grade 7 

7.  God the Father sent Jesus to be the Messiah, bringing good news, 

healing, and freedom to the poor and oppressed. 

 11. Jesus redeemed us from sin and death through His sufferings,  

       death, and resurrection. 

 23. The moral life demands conforming our minds and hearts to that 

       of Jesus Christ. 

Grade 8 

12. For the faithful, “individual and integral confession of grave sin 

followed by absolution remains the only ordinary means of recon-

ciliation with God and the Church.” 

 57. All people are created in God’s image. 

 61. Catholic values, such as the corporal and spiritual works of mercy 

       … shape our lives. 

High School 

Creed 

 Theme 6 - #4 – What promise did God give after the fall that he  

  would not abandon us? 

 Theme 7 - #1 – What is Christ’s greatest gift to us? 

 Theme 9 - #1 – What did Christ’s death accomplish? 

Sacraments 

 Theme 3 - #2 – Jesus frees us from what sin in Baptism? 

 Theme 6 – God’s Loving Forgiveness (Penance and Reconciliation) 

 Theme 8 - #6 – As representatives of Christ, what is the mission of  

  the priest? 

Morality 

 Theme 1 - #6 – What are the works of mercy? 

 Theme 3 - #12 – What is the virtue of charity? 

Prayer 

 Theme 1 - #2 – Why should we pray? 

Theme 5 – Apologetics #5 – Why do Catholics pray for people who 

  have died? 
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Visit the imprisoned 
M,H:  Write letter s to 

civil authorities for 

the humane treat-

ment for the  

        imprisoned 
M,H: Help to care for  

the families of the 

imprisoned 
E,M,H: Protect a little 

child from a bigger 

child 
P,E,M,H: Send cards to 

the imprisoned 
P,E,M,H: Take up a 

collection for prison 

ministry 
E,M,H:Donate bibles 

and/or spiritual read-

ing materials to a 

prison 

Comfort the sorrowful 
P,E: Comfor t a fr iend 

who is sad 
P,E,M,H:  Make a card 

for a friend that is sad 
P,E,M,H:  Choose a 

classmate that is lone-

ly or left out to sit 

with, play with, work 

with 
  

April, 2016 

Shelter the homeless 
P,E,M,H: Br ing others 

to your home in times 

of fire, floods, or 

other disaster 
E,M,H: Work at or  

support a homeless 

shelter 
P,E,M,H: Help to take 

care of the house, 

dusting the furniture, 

making the beds, 

cleaning the floor, 

and cutting the grass 

Bear wrongs patiently 
P,E,M,H: Give your  

friends and family 

members some slack 

when they are being 

impatient with you 
P,E,M,H: Go out of your  

way to be positive 

with someone you are 

having a difficult 

time with 
P,E,M,H: Be less cr itical 

of others 
E,M,H: Assume that 

people who may have 

hurt you did so  

       because they them-

selves are hurting 
P,E,M,H: Over look    

minor mistakes made 

by others 
  

May, 2016 

Review the works of Mercy 

from the previous year! 

  September, 

2016 
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 Visit the sick 
P:  Make a card for  

someone who is sick 
E,M,H: Visit someone 

in the hospital or 

nursing home 
P,E,M,H: Visit someone 

who is sick at home 

or the elderly who are 

shut-ins 
E,M,H: Run an er rand 

for an elderly or sick 

person 
E,M,H: Read to the sick 

or elderly 
M,H: Volunteer  at a 

hospital or nursing 

home 
E,M,H: Volunteer  to call 

Bingo at a nursing 

home 
E,M,H: Volunteer  with a 

friend and parishioner 

to bring the Eucharist 

to the homebound 

Forgive all injuries 
P,E,M,H: Stick up for  

someone who is 

       being picked on or 

gossiped about 
P,E,M,H: Pray for  those 

who have wronged 

you and pray for the 

courage to forgive 
P,E,M,H: Let go of 

grudges 

October, 2016 

Bury the dead 

P,E,M,H: Attend  

       funerals and wakes 
P,E,M,H: Treat ceme-

teries with respect 
M,H: Cut the grass on a 

grave; trim around 

gravestones 
P,E,M,H: Put flowers on 

a grave 
M,H: Volunteer  to assist 

with yard work at a 

cemetery 
E,M,H: Help serve at a 

funeral luncheon 
E,M,H: Help a widow or  

widower in need with 

yard work or errands 

Pray for the living and the 

dead 
P,E,M,H: Attend f 

       funerals of loved ones 

and pray for their souls 
P,E,M,H:  Pray for   

        others’ needs 
E,M,H:  Take a walk in 

the cemetery and pray 

for those who have 

died. 
P,E,M,H:  Attend all 

Saints and All Souls 

Day Masses 
E,M,H:  Enter  names of 

those who have died in 

the parish remem-

brance book for the 

dead 
E,M,H:  Spend time in 

the Adoration chapel 

praying for the dead 

November, 

2016 
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Curriculum Standards Emphasizing Mercy: 

Kindergarten 

 3.  God created each person and loves them as they are. 

 7.  We should ask forgiveness … we need to forgive others … 

 10. Jesus is God’s Son and He reveals God’s love to us. 

 

Grade 1 

 7.  Jesus tells his followers to love one another. 

 9.  God’s family includes people of every race, age, culture, and ability. 

 16. Reconciliation is a special way God shows his love and forgiveness. 

 

Grade 2 

 2.  Jesus died on the cross to save all people. 

 15. God wants us to forgive others. 

        First Reconciliation preparation and First Communion preparation 

 

Grade 3  

 14. We listen to God and o what God wants by living in the way Jesus 

       did, loving God, and caring about others. 

 15. God came to save all people in the world. 

 22. The saints are examples of faith for us to imitate. 

 

Grade 4 

5.  The spiritual and corporal works of mercy teach us to care about the    

needs of all people and to have a special   love for the poor and per-

sons who are disadvantaged. 

6.  The eight beatitudes are teachings of Jesus that show us how we can 

be truly happy and share happiness with others.  (esp. “Blessed are 

the merciful …” 

9.  The Church, as a community of forgiveness, celebrates different        

forms of reconciliation through its prayer and liturgy. 

 

Grade 5 

 1.  Jesus, the Sacrament of God, is the visible sign of God’s love for all 

      people. 

 11. Penance is a celebration of God’s forgiveness. 

 13. Anointing of the sick is an extension of the healing of Christ to the 

        seriously ill or elderly. 

 
  


